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You've seen them patrolling across campus. They are the new Security Bike Patrol. Unfortunately, the officers haven't
figured out how to escort students from campus to the bus station on the bikes ... yet.
photo by Alex Hahn

Student dies on MounTRainier
by Dave Kociemba
Senior Phil Otis died early
on August 13 while attempt¬
ing to rescue an injured
climber as part of his duties as
a park assistant on Mount
Rainier in Washington state. A
memorial service is planned
for Otis in the Chapel on Sep¬
tember 23. A reception will be
held in Frye St. Union follow¬
ing the ceremony.
Details of the observance

are still being worked out by
friends of Otis. President
Donald Harward and religion
professor Carl Straub, Otis'
advisor, plan to speak at the
event, said friend Peter
Murray '96. The service is
planned for Alumni Weekend
to accommodate the many
alumni who knew him.
Otis and fellow park
ranger Sean Ryan, who also
died in the l,200-to-l,400 foot
fall, were one of two teams

sent to rescue the party of
climbers, one of whom had
broken an ankle in an 80-foot
fall. While the second rescue
party waited for daylight in
the face of fierce winds and
subzero temperatures, Otis
and Ryan pushed on after the
third member of their party
turned back. The second party
brought the climbers to safety
the next day.
"In one sense, he gave his
life to save another. That

would be sort of typical of
Phillip," said Straub.
Friends described Otis as
well-known at Bates, with a
core group of strong friends.
Otis was known as a free
spirit, full of energy.
"Phil
was
always
laughin', smilin', you know,
jumpin' around and shit," said
friend Peter Murray '96. "He
didn't have to try very hard to
Continued on Page 2

Orientation welcomes, inundates
by Jon Wallace
This year's first-year ori¬
entation featured a wealth of
programs designed to intro¬
duce the class of 1999 to Bates
College. In addition to a re¬
vised Cultural Diversity pro¬
gram, first-years attended a
presentation by the Chaplain,
an overview of Security, a

sexual assault issues presenta¬
tion, as well as seminars on
health services and substance
abuse.
First-year students also at¬
tended the annual barbecue at
Reid State Park, the matricula¬
tion dinner, the new student
talent show and poetry read¬
ings. A reggae concert capped
off the welcome to campus

Wednesday evening follow¬
ing Convocation.
In an effort to make a bet¬
ter presentation of the issues
of cultural diversity on the
Bates campus, the Dean of
Students' office revised the
cultural diversity seminar
substantially. As many stu¬
dents will recall, last year's
seminar quickly got out of

control as arguments erupted
during the presentation and
continued throughout further
discussions in the residential
lounges.
Associate Dean of Stu¬
dents James Reese also said
that some of the heated ex¬
changes
between
Kobi
Continued on Page 2
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Memorial service
planned for Otis
around the country I thought
was remarkable. Over twenty
kids from Bates [attended],"
get people to like him."
said Wurtele.
"Phil was never fake. Phil
Those friends camped in
was Phil," said friend Robert
the Wurtele's yard, which
Toomey'96. "That was one of
they named "Camp Phil."
the things that he taught me.
Each person at the camp wrote
He was an individual."
a letter to Phil, which they
Otis was a rugby player at
compiled in a book. Others ap¬
Bates for four years and was
proached the
interested in
tragedy dif¬
ultimate
ferently.
frisbee.
He
“Phil would want
"Phil is
also had a
us
to
live
on
and
gone,
and
love of the
there
is
a
outdoors. He
savor life for him as
huge
whole
had
taken
well as for
in our hearts
courses at the
ourselves.
So
we
that
can
National Out¬
will heal and we will never be
door Leader¬
know joy again.
filled; but, I
ship School in
Phil would settle for have been
Lander, Wyo¬
helped by an
ming, where
nothing less."
approach
he
learned
Margaret Wurtele,
that his dear
survival and
Phil Otis’ mother
friend
climbing
skills.
Nicole
Many of
Pracht uses:
Otis' friends made the trip to
'What would Phil want?' Phil
Minneapolis for the service.
would want us to live on and
More than 1,000 people at¬
savor life for him as well as for
tended, according to his step¬
ourselves. So we will heal and
father C. Angus Wurtele, who
we will know joy again. Phil
described it as "wonderful
would settle for nothing less,"
support from all of his friends.
said his mother Margaret
For 45 kids to assemble from
Wurtele.
Continued from Page 1

Otis and Ryan were found
within 200 feet of the encamp¬
ment of the party of climbers.
Roped together to stop each
other in case of a fall, Otis and
Ryan fell when one man's
crampon slid on the glacier
causing them both to lose their
footing. A crampon is a spiked
metal boot for digging in the
ice. The other team of rescuers
found gouge marks indicating
that the two men had
struggled to regain their foot¬
ing before falling.

Since 1887,67 people have
died while climbing Mount
Rainier, the highest peak in
the Cascade Range. Otis and
Ryan are believed to be the
first rescuers to die in the line
of duty in the United States.
As a park assistant, Otis
assisted other climbers, updat¬
ing them on the ever-changing
weather conditions on Mount
Rainier, and reporting the
mud and rock slides that wash
trails away. Otis had climbed
to the summit of the mountain

and both he and Ryan had
participated in rescues before.
Otis' position at Mount
Rainier was a coveted summer
job. About fifty people applied
for the two positions held by
Otis and Ryan. Most were col¬
lege-age students willing to
work for low wages.
"He was extremely ex¬
cited. I think probably Phil
was at a happy time in his life
when he died. He was doing
what he really wanted," said
Toomey.

Housing crunch plagues campus once again
by Jeremy Villano
The housing crunch
feared by many students over
the summer was confirmed
when students began return¬
ing to campus last weekend.
With the combined pressures
of an enrollment over 1,600,
lowered participation in Jun¬
ior Year Abroad, and a small
summer melt, the college has
been forced to find new hous¬
ing accommodations for many
students.
The size of the student
body, which is at an all time
high, is largely to blame for
the housing problems. The
notoriously large junior class,
the largest class in the

college's history, seems al¬
most unanimously set on
waiting until the Winter Se¬
mester to go abroad, leaving a
housing crunch in its wake.
The number of students re¬
turning from JYA, JSA, and
other leaves of absence is
greater than the number leav¬
ing.
Yet another cause of the
overpopulation is what the
Admissions Office terms the
"summer melt." A certain
percentage of people who
commit to matriculating at
Bates are expected to change
their minds over the summer,
resulting in a "melt." This
year, 40 students were ex¬
pected to melt, while only 20

“The crunch will
ease up in the
winter. The
campus is going
to become more
open and the
people in the
extra rooms will
get priority. ”
Dan Ludden,
Assistant Dean of
Students

truly did. "It's not a perfect
science," stated Ludden,

about the school's population
guessing game, a process
which uses eight year aver¬
ages to help calculate the stu¬
dent body's size.
"The problem is not out of
control," assured Assistant
Dean of Students Dan
Ludden. He explained that
Bates knew by the middle of
the summer that a housing
crunch was impending and
began preparations. Ludden
opened 17 extra rooms which
had not been used to house
students since The Village was
opened in 1993: six in Parker,
four in Smith, two in Adams,
and three in Page.
The Housing Office has
also stopped allowing stu¬

dents to live alone once their
roommates have left to go
abroad. "Some [years] these
students are able to keep
singles," said Ludden. This
year there were ten place¬
ments and one double turned
triple.
"There are also more stu¬
dents living off-campus," said
Ludden. While there are typi¬
cally about 100 students living
off-campus, this year their
numbers have grown to 146.
There is relief in sight.
"The crunch will ease up in
the winter," reported Ludden.
"The campus is going to be¬
come more open and the
people in the extra rooms will
get priority."

Write for The Bates Student. Meetings Sundays
at 7 p.m., 224 Chase Hall
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Convocation addresses student life, purpose
September 8, I 995

by Jeremy Pelofsky
Approximately 800 stu¬
dents, faculty, staff and guests
gathered on the Coram Li¬
brary Quadrangle Wednesday
afternoon for the official con¬
vening of the 141st academic
year at Bates College. Giving
the keynote at the all-college
convocation was Helen
Lefkowitz Horowitz, profes¬
sor of history and American
studies at Smith College, dis¬
tinguished scholar, and au¬
thor of several books.
For the first time, all firstyear students were required to
attend the ceremony and
marched in the processional.
Horowitz began her
speech by reciting the history
of college attendance at post¬
secondary institutions at the
start of the nineteenth century.
She said that college at that
time had a limited usefulness.
But as the industrial revolu¬
tion took the country forward
during the late 1800's, a dra¬
matic increase in enrollment at
colleges and specialty schools
resulted. Thus, Horowitz pos¬
tulated, the entering firstyears will find their calling by
attending college.
"The task of your genera¬
tion is to find your calling in a
world that appears at first in¬
stance to be unfriendly.... You
need to find out what there is

out there that needs doing the
world that you can do and by
it, ultimately support your¬
self," Horowitz said.
She also countered the
suggestion that today's stu¬
dents were not members of
Generation X, widely consid¬
ered to be a generation of
slackers.
"Quite simply, you would
not be in college if you were
[that way,]" said Horowitz.
Bates President Donald
Harward addressed the stu¬
dents after Horowitz and fo¬
cused on the lives of students
in the past and the bearing
that has had on today's enter¬
ing class.
Harward noted the dis¬
tance between the faculty and
staff and the students which
many colleges are now experi¬
encing,
quoting
Duke
University's chaplain. "[W]e
are disengaged from our stu¬
dents' lives because we 'trust
them,' we 'give them respon¬
sibility/ or we 'allow them to
be adults.' This is a rather this
rationalization for the simple
fact that we have abandoned
them."
Harward expressed a con¬
cern that colleges around the
country were reverting back
to a time prior to the sixties
movement where in loco
parentis guided college life for
students across the country

and at Bates. At that time, this
term meant strict and rigid
boundaries, set by the college,
for the lives of students.
However, Bates was not
following either of these
trends he asserted, listing
many projects undertaken by
the college community.
First, a report from the
Commission on the Status of
Women which discusses and
documents the specific role
and consequences that alcohol
is playing in social settings in
regards to women. Second,
based on a Student Conduct
Task Force recommendation,
the outlining of principles that
"justify expectations of con¬
duct that are distinguishable
from state or local codes.
Third, a reassessment of the
general underclass advising
program, based on concerns
by last year's graduating class
about reduced attention paid
to students needing academic
counseling. Finally, the di¬
lemma of untenured faculty,
who feel a natural instinct to
involve themselves in campus
life yet simultaneously experi¬
ence pressure to distance
themselves in order to ad¬
vance within college.
President Harward ex¬
pressed additional ideas for
faculty, students and staff to
consider in a way to immerse
themselves in the Bates and

Helen Lefkowitz Horowitz addresses the College at the
convening of 141 st academic year.
Alex Hahn photo
Lewiston communities.
'"Being responsible for...'
suggests a manner of engage¬
ment and crafting opportuni¬

ties - it falls evenly on all of us
as members of the commu¬
nity," Harward said.

First-year students learn, showcase talents
Continued from Page 1
Hatcher '97 and students dur¬
ing the presentation created
tensions among all those who
participated.
"Several students who
were
concerned
about
multicultural issues on cam¬
pus organized the workshop,"
Reese said.
One of the
student's goals was to im¬
prove upon the existing cul¬
tural diversity orientation
which included a documen¬
tary film entitled Racism 101
and a film used last year en¬
titled Have you ever? featuring
the accounts of students of
color at Bates.
"The film was good but it
ranged in too many areas.
Also, it often made students of
color feel on the defensive,
such as when people would
ask them after the film, 'Did
A campus minstrel showcases his musical talent in the annual First-Year student taler
that ever happen to you?'
Alex Hahn photo
"The emphasis was showplaced on the necessity of
people to be sensitive when them," said Reese.
they were saying, but there abuse.
they engage each other. We
However, some first-year was very little depth to it,"
Christy Tisdale, director
didn't try to correct last year's students felt that the program said Kate Redding '99.
of Health Services, explained
program, just to give a good was too toned down.
Other subjects presented the school's extensive health
presentation. We wanted to at
"It seemed as though they to and grappled by first-year resources, including psychia¬
least give some people some were just reiterating what we students included health ser¬ trists, sports trainers, as well
thoughts to take home with all felt anyway. I loved what vices and drug and alcohol as standard registered nurses.

Tisdale also discussed sexu¬
ally transmitted diseases,
pregnancy, and the availabil¬
ity of contraceptives.
The substance abuse pre¬
sentation introduced first-year
students to drugs including
alcohol. Dale McGee, a sub¬
stance abuse counselor ex¬
plained the challenges stu¬
dents face on campus.
"Alcohol and/or drugs
are the biggest challenge to
your academic experience ...
Make no mistake, large func¬
tions here are alcohol-cen¬
tered. Alcohol is part of the
culture here and some people
have left because of it,"
McGee warned.
Associate Dean of Stu¬
dents Stephen Sawyer in¬
formed students about the
Bates alcohol policy.
"Bates is not the police,
and won't report you if you
break the law, but you should
not expect Bates to break the
law for you," he said.
Following the all college
convocation
Wednesday
night, the Boston-based
reggae band One People and
Mark Erelli '96 played on the
Quad during a dessert fair
with desserts prepared by
Dining Services.
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•Once again, the annual
TGIF lecture series will
continue on Friday after¬
noons. The series is spon¬
sored by the Muskie Ar¬
chives and the Dean of the
College.
Bates College profes¬
sors from different depart¬
ments will present brief
lectures and open discus¬
sions revolving around this
year's common theme, "Is
There an American Mal¬
aise?"
The question is based
on a conversation former
President Jimmy Carter
tried to raise during his ad¬
ministration in the late
1970's. Professor Douglas
Hodgkin of the political
science department will
give the first lecture next
Friday at 4:15 pm in the
Muskie Archives, kicking
off the series with a politi¬
cal perspective.

News
Notes
• Several members of the
Bates College staff received
promotions this past sum¬
mer. Dan Ludden, former
coordinator of housing and
student records, was pro¬
moted to an assistant dean
of students. Ludden will
continue to perform the
same tasks as he did before
his promotion. James
Reese, also in the dean of
students office, was pro¬
moted from assistant dean
to associate dean of stu¬
dents. Security officer
Ronald Lessard was pro¬
moted to assistant director
of security and campus
safety.
• According
to
the
Registrar's Office, the last
day to register for a class
for the fall 1995 semester is
September 17. The last day
to drop a class this semes¬
ter is November 11. A $50
late fee will be assessed to
those taking action after
these dates.

Program helps women fight back
by Michelle Wong
Whatever year you are, by
the time classes start, you
know about the blue lights
and security phones that dot
the Bates campus. You've
been encouraged to utilize se¬
curity whistles and safewalks.
You've been told the College
does not advise mixing alco¬
hol and drugs with sexual ac¬
tivity, and that it doesn't con¬
done sexual harassment and
rape.
Despite the repeated ad¬
monitions, aggression to¬
wards women still exists on
this seemingly sheltered, pas¬
toral campus.
Responding to the need
for self-defense for women
who have little or no confi¬
dence in their ability to defend
themselves in cases of attack,
Bates College Security is
implementing a self-defense
training program this fall for
females who want the skills to
fight back.
The Rape Aggression De¬
fense System, or RAD, will in¬
troduce self-defense tech¬
niques and tactics to an initial
class of 10 to 15 invited stu¬
dents starting in mid- to late
October. Later, classes of 15 to
20 women will be available
campus-wide.
"It's strictly for women,"
said Paul Menice, a certified

instructor and security officer.
"What it teaches is, number
one, self-empowerment. It
also educates women about
rape, telling them how to be¬
come a survivor of it. It also
teaches about the impact that
rape has, and the use of per¬
sonal weapons - their own
bodies. It
teaches

them that
they have
the personal
physical

power
to
ward off po¬
tential rap¬
ists
or
sexual hara ssers
through

will be available for Bates
women: a nine-hour course
and a 12-hour one.
The nine hour program
incorporates two to three
hours of classroom instruction
and six to seven hours of
hands-on training involving
moves and blocks. The 12hour course
offers an ad¬
ditional com¬
three
“After training, I ponent:
hours
of
felt completely
simulation,
confident. If I
practice that
were attacked, I actually in¬
volves going
am certain I
could getaway.” through the
self-defense
Chris Cuevas,

security officer and
certified RAD instructor

various
methods of
defense."
The RAD program is five
years old. A rising number of
more than 100 colleges and
universities, at leastlO police
departments, sexual assault
resource centers and private
facilities have adopted RAD
throughout the United States
and Canada.
"We thought it would be
an excellent educational pro¬
gram for women on campus.
This is probably the best pro¬
gram out there right now to
educate them," said Menice.
Two different programs

motions

while an in¬
structor at¬
tacks at full
force.
Bates currently has two
certified instructors, Menice
and security officer Chris
Cuevas. They joined the ranks
of over 600 instructors who
have completed the 30 hour
course that is required in or¬
der to teach the program.
"The program is growing
fast," said Cuevas. It was
brought to our attention by
Bowdoin and Colby, where it
has had great success, she
said. "The students there are
extremely happy [with their
training]."

At the Massachusetts In¬
stitute of Technology, RAD's
popularity is also soaring. Al¬
most every woman on campus
is taking the course, said
Cuevas.
After going through the
program, Cuevas made the
transition from being a slight
skeptic to a wholehearted sup¬
porter of it.
"At first, I didn't know
what to expect," she said. "I
didn't think training would be
as intense as it was. Attention
was paid to every minute de¬
tail. After training, I felt com¬
pletely confident. If I were at¬
tacked, I am certain I could get
away. Simulation is what
brought it home for me.
"Not only is there a physi¬
cal part to this, but there's also
a crime prevention part of it:
being alert, being aware and
avoiding those circum¬
stances," Cuevas said.
All students who success¬
fully complete the course will
receive a student manual, en¬
abling any certified woman
free access to any RAD pro¬
gram in the country to brush
up on skills at her conve¬
nience, if she so desires.
The cost of the program is
minimal: $10 to $15 per person
to cover manual and
mouthguard expenses. Free
instruction will be offered to
Bates women.

New additions offer flavor, appeal
by Jeremy Pelofsky
Numerous changes in
Chase Hall greeted students
returning from the long sum¬
mer hiatus. From the new
smoking lounge and smoking
restrictions to new additions
to food services, these im¬
provements were completed
in time for the opening of the
College on Wednesday.
The creation of a smoking
lounge in Chase Hall Gallery
was one of the most visible
changes from last year. Be¬
cause of numerous concerns
regarding second-hand smoke
and other health-related con¬
cerns, balanced with the right
for smokers to have a place to
light up, the year-old Smoking
Task Force solved the problem
by creating the new lounge.
Smokers will only be al¬
lowed to light their butts in
this lounge. Glass doors and
walls along with a ventilation
system to pull the smoke out¬
side were installed, creating a
place for smokers to enjoy
their cigarettes and yet not be
isolated from the community.
T he Chase Hall smoking ban
includes the Den during op¬
erational hours.

CHASE HALL
calleri

Coffee lovers have new and expanded choices to help wake themselves up early weekilex Hahn photo.
day mornings outside Commons.
Ale
'

~

"The second-hand smoke
factor is eliminated if not di¬
minished significantly," said
Peter Taylor, coordinator of
student activities. He added
that initial feedback on the
new lounge was positive.

.

In addition to the new
smoking lounge, a new slate
floor was installed in Chase
Hall Gallery. Taylor expressed
a hope that the new look for
the student center would not
only be aesthetically pleasing

to the Bates community, but
also ease the maintenance
costs that the floor often in¬
curred from various events
Continued on Page 6
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Education cuts threaten student aid
September 8, I 995

by Jeremy Pelofsky .
Student financial assis¬
tance succumbed to deep cuts
during the budget appropria¬
tion process in the U.S. House
of Representatives this sum¬
mer. H.R. 1227, passed 219 to
208, appropriates $6.9 billion
in student financial assistance
or fiscal year 1996, $701 mil¬
lion less than last year's bud¬
get and $734.5 million less
than President Bill Clinton re¬
quested.
The current cuts passed
by the House could hurt thou¬
sands of students if signed
into law, but the bill must still
pass the Senate and be signed
by the President.
However, the Senate is ex¬
pected to temper the House's
action by passing a bill Presi¬
dent Clinton would be willing
to sign.
One of the attempts to re¬
duce the federal budget is to
cut the funding of Pell Grants
by $600 million. Yet no imme¬

diate threat exists to those
Bates students receiving those
grants according to Leigh
Campbell, director of financial
aid.
"Since a vast majority of
the aid that is awarded to
Bates students comes from
Bates College rather than the
federal government, a change
in the Pell Grant situation will
not directly hurt any of our
students," said Campbell.
However, the House bill
eliminates Pell Grants to those
who qualify for grants of less
than $600 thus eliminating ap¬
proximately 250,000 students
from the program.
Despite the House cutting
approximately 8 percent from
Pell grants, a carryover from
the previous fiscal year exists
which will allow the maxi¬
mum amount for Pell Grants
to increase by $100 to $2,440.
It is uncertain whether the
maximum amount will be
maintained over the course of
future appropriation bills,

new money for the Perkins
loan program, according to
Campbell.
Campbell expressed con¬
cern that any reduction in new
money for these loans would
cause a shift of first-year stu¬
dents and sophomores to
more Perkins loans because
they are able to borrow more
under those loans than
Stafford
loans,
unlike
upperclass students.
Stafford loans have a
higher lending ability to
upperclass students and if
new money is not put into the
programs, Campbell feared
that those students will have
to ask for larger Stafford loans.
"They are going to have to
borrow all of their money
from the Stafford program
and they will be able to be¬
cause they can borrow up to
$5,500 a year in the Stafford
program," Campbell assessed.
"If they eliminate that new
money, then the amount of
money we would be able to

casting doubt on the ability of
students to attend expensive
liberal arts colleges.
Other
post-secondary
loan programs are also threat-

House cuts
in student
loan
programs
may find
savior in
Senate
ened.
The Perkins and
Stafford loan programs which
provide loans on a need-basis
and are part of most aid pack¬
ages given at Bates College,
may receive no new money
this fiscal year from the fed¬
eral government.
The college receives ap¬
proximately $225,000 a year in

offer to Perkins loans would
be significantly reduced."
Stafford loans have a
higher interest rate than
Perkins loans which make
them more desirable and af¬
fordable.
Other grant programs
funded as part of this appro¬
priation bill such as Work
Study and Supplemental Edu¬
cational Opportunity Grants
were fully funded at last
year's level and met President
Clinton's budget request.
Maine's Congressional
delegation split evenly in their
voting. Representative John
Baldacci, whose district in¬
cludes Bates College, voted
against the bill and cuts. Con¬
gressman Jim Longley sup¬
ported the appropriation bill
and the specific cuts.
The U.S. Senate is ex¬
pected to take up the cuts in
education grants later this
month. President Clinton has
threatened to veto this bill in
its present form.

Universal womanhood? Cappucino culture invades Chase Hall
by Sarah Gunn

Continued from Page 4

• Women of Color will hold its first meeting of the year on Mon¬

and parties.
Commons also boasts
many renovations. The deli
bar, which appeared early sec¬
ond semester last year, has ex¬
tended hours during lunch
until 2:30 p.m. on weekdays.
Students who don't want to
wait in long lines during the
rush lunch times will be able
to enter Commons from the
stairs next to the ramp and
grab a quick sandwich, said
Food Services Director Bob
Volpi.
"Hopefully, if someone

day, September 11, at 7 p.m. in the Multicultural Center. The
organization, which declined an interview, "strives to promote
a better understanding of [women of color's] varying needs and
the issues they are confronted with in society," according to the
brochure handed out at the Extracurricular Activities Fair
Thursday.
The organization was formed after several Women's Action
Coalition (WAC) members com¬
plained that multicutural issues
were not being sufficiently ad¬
dressed within WAC.

sees a line, they will just come
in the back door and the deli
will be set up," Volpi said.
Additionally, Starbucks
Coffee has agreed to house
their second location in the
state of Maine at Bates Col¬
lege. At first, just a wide vari¬
ety of coffee flavors will be
served. As time goes on, more
selections will be added. The
coffee cart will be located in
the Chase Hall Gallery and be
available from 7:30 a.m. to
10:30 a.m.
The Bobcat Den under¬
went several improvements
designed to enhance service

and overall atmosphere. A
new Wurlitzer CD player
jukebox has been installed and
the Den is looking for dona¬
tions of CD's from the entire
Bates community so all types
of music will be represented.
All music will be free, Volpi
said.
Environmentalists will
also be pleased with the cam¬
paign by Food Services to re¬
duce paper waste. The Den
and the Starbucks Coffee cart
are offering to knock a dime
off the cost of people's bever¬
age purchases when they use
reusable mugs.

"On the surface, WAC doesn't
have many women of color. Maybe
that's why they feel uncomfort¬
able," said Vera Mihalcik '97, co¬
coordinator of WAC. "I guess
that's why Women of Color was formed."
Mihalcik stressed that last year WAC sponsored discussion
groups and lectures dealing with multicultural issues.
"We tried to address these issues and still plan to address
them this year," she explained. However, "we [WAC coordina¬
tors] sometimes feel uncomfortable tackling issues of women of
color, because we don't want to steal their purpose. We don't
want to offend or step on toes."
"I'm looking forward to attending [Women of Color] meet¬
ings," said Angela Kao '98, co-coordinator of WAC. Yet she did
express some concern, saying that if the two groups do not com¬
municate, "I do think that a campus split is a distinct possibil¬
ity."
Kao further elaborated, saying, "I really, really want to get
the communication lines open. There's a chance of women split¬
ting, and then not talking. If mostly white women come to WAC
meetings, that's a bit sad."
Mihalcik agreed. "We want to work together. We'll have to
communicate. They're a new organization, and they're dealing
with important issues."
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Week One in Rewind...
Just in case you missed it the first time around
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The Quad was the hot spot
Wednesday afternoon and evening, as stu¬
dents, faculty and staff took to the grass.
Helen Lefkowitz Horowitz spoke at Convo¬
cation, and Mark Erelli '96 performed at the
dessert-laden Sunset on the Quad.

The rat race is on as the campus is
flooded with students after a quiet
summer. A packed Alumni Gym
played host to the first-year Talent
Show Tuesday night, and interminably
long lines plagued the Bookstore.
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Hiroshima and Washington:
A tour of two cities, a tale of two museums
By Jeremy Breningstall
Hiroshima today is, not unlike the
claims made by its brochures, in many
ways a "city of peace". In the midst of
the city, across from the site of the
"atomic dome", the single remnant of
the bomb's awful devastation, a base¬
ball stadium has been built to house
the Hiroshima Carp. The structure is a
symbol of hope and renewal, a symbol
of a city's desire to rise out of the ashes
and take on a new identity. At night,
one can often hear the loud cries of the
Japanese baseball fans as they cheer on
their team. The rush of noise stands in
sharp contrast to the taciturnity of the
peace park resting on the other side of
the street, Genbaku Domu-mae.
For the American visiting for the
first time, Hiroshima is very different
from what one might have imagined,
given its overwhelmingly war-related
connotation. With impeccable care,
the sidewalks have been swept, the
fragments have been picked up and
hauled away, the bodies have been col¬
lected and buried, and the shattered
buildings have been replaced or re¬
built. Once there were a number of
military bases in the area, thriving at a
time when the war industry was popu¬
lar. Today those
have been sup¬
planted by mar¬
kets, museums,
parks and univer¬
sities. In the city's
center, skyscrapers
sit
inconspicu¬
ously, watching
over the silent
night lights. Even
when straining the
ear, one does not
hear the thunder¬
ous sound of
bombs, nor see the
sights of combatinduced destruction. There are no
tanks roaming through the streets, no
soldiers at the train stations, no signifi¬
cant degree of tension in the air. One
does not feel that one is entering the
site of one of the most monumental
military decisions in the history of
mankind, the location of 80,000 simul¬
taneous deaths. In fact, at first
glimpse, Hiroshima could easily be
mistaken for little more than a cluster
of rice paddies.
The bombarded dome was once an
industrial museum, but now is little
more than a skeleton, a reminder of a
quite different aspect of technology
than originally intended. On August 6,
1945, when the first atomic bomb was
dropped, a hypocenter was created 150
yards away. Everyone in the building
at the time, as well as one fourth of the
populace of the city, were killed imme¬
diately or shortly after, as the blast set
off a chain reaction of instantaneous

ignitions, wrapping up the region in a
fearsome black ball of fire.
The Allied planners had been aim¬
ing for the bridge in front of the Indus¬
try Promotion Hall. It was, in the
words of Colonel
Paul Tibbets, the
"most
perfect
[aiming point]
I've seen in this
whole
damn
war." The bridge
itself outlasted
the wrath of the
Enola Gay, and
was not replaced
until 1984. It too
has passed on
now, leaving the
dome to stand
alone in its defi¬
ance.
Down through the park, past a se¬
ries of monuments, lies the Hiroshima
Peace Memorial Museum. The mu¬
seum has an agenda of its own, and
there is no attempt to keep it hidden.
That agenda is to condemn all uses of
nuclear technology, both past and
present. The museum begins with a
history of the city of Hiroshima, from
its early beginnings to its development
as a military site during the RussoJapanese War, then moves on to dis¬
play the events of World War II, culmi¬
nating with the featured exhibits, those
related to the bombing itself. These in¬
clude such items as a watch still show¬
ing the time that the bomb was
dropped, items of clothing, shadows,
and remnants of buildings. On the
other side of the museum, the focus
shifts away from World War II and to¬
wards the use of nuclear weaponry in
general, urging the nations of the
world to halt their usage of the tech¬

Even when straining
the ear, one does
not hear the
thunderous sounds
of bombs, nor see
the sights of
combat-induced
destruction.

nology, now and forever, as a weapon
of war. This is certainly an interesting
approach to take, admirable in a num¬
ber of respects, though naive in others.
According to the museum's text,
the bomb was dropped for three rea¬
sons: 1) to save American lives, 2) to

test the technology, and 3) to impress
the Russians. It is a short and simple
explanation, and only slightly mislead¬
ing. No mention is made of the enor¬
mous casualties Japan would have sufContinued on Page 9

This display commemorates the end of World War
i! ami the role of the B-29 Enola Gay in the atomic
mission that destroyed Hiroshima and. along with
Use atomic bombing of Nagasaki, led to the surrender
of Japan on August 14, 1945.
The National Atr and Space Museum originally
planned a much larger exhibition, which concentrat•: attention on the devastation caused by the atom*
x bombs and on differing interpretations of the his¬
tory surrounding President Truman's decision to drop
them. That planned exhibition provoked intense critui-.m from World War It veterans and others, who
slated that »t portrayed the United States as the
aggressor and the Japanese as victims and reflected
unfavorably on the valor and courage of American
veterans The Museum changed its plan substantially,
but the criticism persisted and led to my decision to
replace that exhibition with a simpler one. In a state*
ment I issued at that time I said the following:
\

j-uve u>x;u.i<iv4 hut vv« made a hawk w in

4Hcmp!(>u' h> ‘.,-upk' .m KHoriul treatment of the
:<.. ■: ti-.r
weapon* with tin '4Hh anniversary
.xmou-moraU.m of the end «>f the war. Exhibitions
. rn.inv purpose , jimIJv worthwhile Bui ws*
J t,, knenv whu Tt o* m.im goal* is paramount, and
noMorotvtu**' them. ..
the nev. exhibition should be .i much simpler
one cssrptwily 4 dispios, permitting the
Day
.u-d its ,revx to speak i“t {h.*nw,Ue>. The focal point
><• tbr disr hv. would be the f nrhi I'M. Along with the
rlune would be «* video about its crew. H >s parttcuhrK Important in this commemorative year tmt vetand other Americans have the opportunity »<>
.ce the restored portion of the Ullage ot the l nob
iMiif-

t

The. exhibition you are entering does what I
intended with a few changes. We have added mate¬
rial on the Smithsonian's restoration of the Er^a Gay
and some explanatory material on the B-29 aircraft
and the 509th Composite Group, which was led by
then Col. Paul Tibbets. who piloted the Enola Gay on
the Hiroshima mission. We also nave a section at the
end where we ask for your reactions to the exhibi¬
tion. We welcome your comments.
i. Michael Heyman
Sec retard
Smithsonian Institution

Jeremy Breningstall photo.
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From 1945 to 1995, a twisted path of the past
Continued from Page 8
fered had the war continued, and no
reference is made to the tremendous
desire on the part of the Allies to bring
the bloodshed of the bloodiest war in
history to a close. Instead it is reduced
to a matter of calculated national inter¬
est.
Significantly
downplayed
throughout the ex¬
hibition is the role
of Japanese milita¬
rism in producing
the tragedy of
Hiroshima. Here is
where
the
museum's philoso¬
phy would seem to
be
mistaken.
Nuclear technology
was caused by war¬
fare, not the other
way around. And
millions died dur¬
ing World War II before the dropping
of the atomic bomb. One wonders why
more time is not spent on examining
the causes of battle in general, rather
than simply its most traumatic aspect.
As a remembrance, and as an oppo¬
nent to nuclear proliferation, the mu¬
seum serves nobly. But as an advocate
of peace, it loses sight of its mission.
Moving outside the museum, one
sees busloads of uniformed children,
excited to be out on one of numerous
school outings. One wonders what
type of lesson they gleam from their
visit. Are they told about war, and
what war means? Are they told of an
evil American airplane? Are they told
of a Japan that now seems long ago? Is
the message that comes out one of the
trappings of technology, or does it
hold a message for the actions of hu¬
man beings as well? When memories
have ebbed, will future generations re¬
member what led a world to be at war?

philosophy would be pleased by the
spectre of the Smithsonian.
However, there is a key distinction
between the two exhibits. Whereas the
Hiroshima Peace Museum is dedicated
to the curling back of technology, or at
least one aspect of it, the Smithsonian's
Air and Space Museum is dedicated to
its
glories.
Spacecraft and
early tent-like
airplanes adorn
its wells, testi¬
mony to man's
ability to tri¬
umph over the
natural environ¬
ment. And if
one is willing to
wait in line to re¬
ceive tickets, one
can see the ulti¬
mate
accom¬
plishment
of
them all: the
commemoration
of man's ability to blast their neighbors
to smithereens.
The primary theme of the Enola
Gay exhibit is that of the non sequitur:
Because some were offended by his¬
tory, apparently the institution respon¬
sible for curating history has decided
to eliminate it, or at least to ignore the
parts of it that it dislikes (in this case,
most of it). The original plans for the
display had been a mess of politically
correct anti-American inculcation. Not

History has been
described as “the
propaganda of the
victorious;” the
expounders of this
philosophy would
be pleased at the
sight of the
Smithsonian

■ On the other side of the Pacific
Ten thousand miles away, there
lies another museum, much like the
one we've just visited. One comes
across tourists and schoolchildren
there as well. It has the same sort of
crafted displays, and it too has a script,
one as simple, if not more so, than its
Japanese counterparts. History has
been described as "the propaganda of
the victorious"; the expounders of this

Barbara Raths photo.
cused solely on the losses encumbered
by the Japanese, with a script that was
at best historically inaccurate to boot.
So protests rained down on the cu¬
rators; Congresspeople called in the
television cameras to pronounce their
allegiance to America-the-infallible,
and the original exhibit was hastily
withdrawn, substituted with a simple,
unostentatious display. Instead of re¬
vising the historical analysis of the ex¬
hibit to be more objective, they chose to
abrogate it entirely. The presentation
as it now stands puts a large portion of
its accentuation on, not the history of
the Enola Gay, not the history of

Jeremy Breningstall photo.
surprisingly, this displeased many
Americans. Veterans did not like the
fact that their fighting in self-defense in
a war instigated by the greed of the
Japanese military should be labeled an
act of imperialism. This is what would
have happened had an exhibit been
put forth which ignored Japanese war
atrocities, American casualties, and the
pattern of hostilities, and instead fo¬

atomic technology (although these are
both recognized), not the suffering in¬
flicted on the Japanese, not the deci¬
sion-making process, but on the pro¬
cess of restoring
the Enola Gay.
That's right, folks.
While you look at
the airplane that
dropped
an
atomic bomb you
can read about
subjects as en¬
lightening
as
paint refinishing.
As its tribute
to history, the Air
and Space Mu¬
seum has a video
produced courtesy of the Enola Gay
flight crew. It is an invaluable piece, as
it shows the mindset of those who
were there at the time. At the same
time, the thought that their impres¬
sions are the only factors in this equa¬
tion is illusory to the point of being dis¬
tasteful. The video closes with their
proclamation that they believed
Nagasaki was also justified, a dramatic
testimony to the blind "patriotism" of
the display.
Forgotten amidst the sound of the

brass band is the fact that, even if it was
necessary, the atomic bomb led to at
least 80,000 deaths. And it ushered in
a new era of modernity, one perhaps
best left uninvited. In the exhibit, the
victims of the atom are left anonymous
and faceless. It is easier that way, more
detached, more dehumanized. Much
like dropping a bomb: the enemy is
never seen.
The message one gets is that those
who died must have deserved it, as if
child on their way to kindergarten, or
a nurse, or a gardener in his yard, or
anyone, could deserve a penance of
that proportion. Killing may be a nec¬
essary evil of warfare, but one would
think it an evil nonetheless.
Any other history one may be
looking for, other than a brief note of
"God Bless America", is isolated to
that hall down the block, the Museum
of American History, where the revi¬
sionists still reign (albeit not for long,
given the new political climate). With
the two Smithsonian buildings, man
and machine are clearly separated, as if
distinction were possible. One would
think that to examine science without
its implications would not only be fool¬
ish, but dangerous as well. Here at Air
and Space, though, all is well as long as
it works, and the atomic bomb sure
worked — about four times as well as
its construction team anticipated.
Back
in
Hiroshima, chil¬
dren lay wreaths
in the park in
memory of those
who died, and as a
plea to the world
to end its violence.
They learn about
wars of times past.
Let us hope that
those are the only
ones they learn
about.
Wars are best left misrepresented
in museums.

The victims of the
atom are left
anonymous and
faceless. It is easier
that way, more
detached, more
dehuminized.

Jeremy Breningstall spent three weeks
in Japan last May as part of Robert
Branham's Short Term debate tour, de¬
bating upon the resolution, "That the
atomic bombing of Hiroshima was jus¬
tified." He has taken four courses re¬
lated to the subject.

10

September 8, 995

When the bomb was dropped: a look at the decision
By Jeremy Breningstall

such as which weapons are legitimate
to use, as well as when and if it can be
justified for a nation to violate interna¬
tional law, and whether nations en¬
gaged in warfare have certain obliga¬
tions to their enemies (such as a duty
to provide them with a fair opportu¬
nity to end the conflict). With these is¬
sues likely to arise again at some
point, some method of judgment
needs to be determined in reference to
them.
This summer, as the bombing
reached its fiftieth anniversary, a
flurry of debate took place between
academics across the halls of universi-

Fifty years ago, the United States
made the decision to drop the first
atomic bomb. This decision signified
the completion of the Manhattan
Project, an endeavor unprecedented
in size and scope. With two billion
dollars spent (twenty six billion in
today's dollars), the Interim Commit¬
tee did not hesitate when it came to
deciding what to do with the bomb.
They dropped it as quickly as pos¬
sible.
In doing so, they brought a daunt¬
ing new face to war. Already, with the
invention of Mr. Gatling, the mustard
gas of World War I, and the incendi¬
ary raids of the Allied bombers, war¬
time casualties had been brought to
new heights. This though, was some¬
viiflifimt
thing different. This time, there was
■IlSIlSSigi
no getting around the issue: the bomb
was a deliberate infliction of massive
civilian casualties. The bomb recog¬
>1181111
nized no distinctions between civilian
and military, old and young, innocent
uifeiiiisi
and culpable — it destroyed every¬
thing in its sight. On August 6, the
United States government made the
decision that the utilization of such
weaponry, in violation of interna¬
tional protocol, was justified.
And nine days later, the war was
over. On August 9, the Japan's na¬
tional figurehead, Emperor Hirohito
had intervened in a manner unprec¬
edented in Japanese government,
shifting the balance of the Cabinet to¬
wards surrender. The Japanese had fi¬
nally succumbed, and it had required
"only" 120,000 additional deaths. The
timeline makes things seem simple,
but the reality is far from that.
Although the incident is over,
there are still many questions that lin¬
ger on, and many doubts that remain
as to what could have or should have
happened. A dilemma has evolved
ties and the pages of the news media.
out of all these questions: In looking
Unlike the Smithsonian scenario, this
back an event of such magnification, it
debate was a serious one, with merits
is seemingly necessary to come to
to the arguments made by both sides.
some sort of resolution. Yet what?
This vivacious spectacle was particu¬
What do we say? Do we say that
larly ironic in light of the fact that
war is evil? What about self-defense?
those who actually dropped the
So we say that we
atomic bomb did
should only use
not put nearly as
precision bomb¬
much
fore¬
... in looking
ing? Then who
thought or dis¬
back at an
should we target?
cussion into the
event
of such
Who do we say is
action.
guilty? Who de¬
And, because
magnification,
serves to die? Do
they put such
it is seemingly
we avoid this, and
little effort into
necessary to
simply say that
analyzing the
come to some
killing is accept¬
justice of drop¬
sort of
able, but only with
ping an atomic
resolution.
Yet
conventional
bomb at that
weaponry? What
point in the war,
what?
is the distinction?
one investigating
What difference
the issue today
does it make to the
encounters the
person it lands upon whether they're
difficulty of not being able to study
being hit by a grenade or an atomic
the frame of mind of the decision¬
bomb? They die either way (although
makers, and the thoughts they used to
some of their neighbors might be
support the Interim Committee's con¬
safer).
clusions. For when it comes down to
Essentially, the reason this topic,
it, they didn't really think about the
and this event in particular, is so com¬
issue. Apparently, it never occurred
pelling is that it raises a lot of formi¬
to many of them that perhaps the
dable issues that are still very rel¬
bomb shouldn't be dropped, that per¬
evant, not only for the past, but for
haps it was unnecessary, that perhaps
contemporary society as well. These
it was simply too brutal a weapon to
questions revolve around subjects
use.

It was war, and in war one kills,
n The state of the war
Originally, the atomic bomb was
conceived as a weapon to be used on
the German front. With Germany's
impending defeat in the spring of
1945, it became evident that the bomb
would not be necessary there. With
the turning tide of the war in Europe,
the Allied planners shifted their inten¬
tions for the bomb over to the Pacific,
where combat continued without a
clear termination in sight. The Ameri¬
cans and their Chinese, British and

pan maintained a steady determina¬
tion to protect their homeland. They
were a proud and nationalistic coun¬
try, and they still had a great deal of
faith in their Emperor, if not their mili¬
tary. Because wartime sanctions had
made dissent difficult, an impression
was created that Japan was faring
more favorably than it actually was,
and that more people supported the
war effort than was the reality. And
so, though many people had grown
tired of battle, Japan still retained the
ability to, if not win, at least to con¬
tinue the war for some time, with
bamboo sticks in the mountains if nec-

Jeremy Brengingstall photo.
Australian allies were winning the
war, but it was a slow and laborious
process of island hopping. The
amount of casualties resulting from
the battles of Iwo Jima and Okinawa
were staggering, as the Japanese put
forth a furious defense of each and ev¬
ery front. Even greater than the Allied
soldiers killed were the number of ci¬
vilians and Japanese servicemen that
died, numbering in the hundreds of
thousands.
Needless to say, by this time all
parties involved were eager to bring
the war to a hasty close. On the Japa¬
nese side, by July it had become clear
that victory was out of the question.
The army and navy were virtually de¬
feated, and the Japanese industry
(whose oil supply, which before the
war had relied primarily on American
trade, was reduced to 4% capacity)
had been brought to a standstill. Des¬
peration was so great that there Japa¬
nese schoolchildren were put to work,
some digging up pine roots to pro¬
duce oil, and others sticking bombs on
balloons, in the hopes that the air cur¬
rents would bring them to California.
War, previously far off, in places such
as Singapore and China, now came to
the Japanese homeland. Incendiary
raids had destroyed nearly all of
Japan's major cities, with the excep¬
tions being Kyoto and Hiroshima.
In spite of all this, the people of Ja-

essary.
■ Inside the Japanese government
In the Japanese government, there
was a growing division between the
goals of the military and civilian ele¬
ments within the Cabinet. The Cabi¬
net was composed of six members,
half of whom represented the mili¬
tary. These three representatives were
characteristic of the Japanese military
ideology dominant at this time. The
concept of bushido, a warrior ethic re¬
vived by the Japanese military to sup¬
port their cause, led to a fanatical will
on the part of many soldiers to fight
on regardless of resistance. For many,
surrender was considered tantamount
to a dishonorable death.
As for the civilian members, by
this time they (and the Emperor, after
seeing the wreckage of Tokyo) were
desirous of peace, but they will still
uncertain as to what terms they
should accept. The military raised the
issue that, if they were to surrender,
Japan should at a minimum get con¬
cessions from the United States allow¬
ing them to retain territories, avoid
disarmament, hold then own war
crimes trials, and keep the Emperor as
the head of state.
Throughout that summer, "peace
Continued on Page 11
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Hiroshima: reconsidering what was never considered
Continued from Page 10
feelers" were coming across into the
hands of the Soviet Union (as a pos¬
sible intermediary) and the United
States. Most of these peace feelers
were unreliable, coming either from
non-authoritative sources or without
a statement as to terms, or with a de¬
sire for terms (such as retention of ter¬
ritories) that the Allies were not will¬
ing to provide. All of these offers
were being presented by intermediar¬
ies, and not official emissaries of the
Japanese government. Intermediar¬
ies had never been used previously,
and so the State Department felt that
they had reason to suspect various
journalists and businesspeople mak¬
ing proposals. Without a clear indica¬
tion directly from the Japanese as to
their intentions, the Americans were
not inclined to pursue these avenues,
fearful that making concessions not
even being directly sought after (such
as retention of the Emperor) would be
perceived as a sign of weakness.
■ The leaders meet
On July 16, the same day as the
successful AlamogOrdo test, the
American, British, and Soviet leaders
met at Potsdam. By this time,
Truman was aware of the near readi¬
ness of the bomb, and signaled to
Stalin that a new weapon was being
prepared for the Pacific front. Stalin
was nonchalant in his reply. Previ¬
ously, Stalin had agreed to join the
war effort against Japan on August
15, and by this time Soviet troops
were amassing along the Manchurian
border. This is part of the context to
which the decision to use the bomb is
thrown.
In addition, it is also important to
look at some of the earlier aspects of
the process, and how they related to
the developments at Potsdam. As the
bomb neared completion, many of
the scientists of the Manhattan Project
raised questions about the usage of

Jeremy Breningstall photo.
the weapon. They were told that an In¬
terim Committee would meet to dis¬
cuss how the bomb should be used.
We know today, based upon the min¬
utes and testimonies of those there,
that the reality was that there was little
careful consideration put forth.
When the Interim Committee did
meet, it was headed by soon-to-be Sec¬
retary of State James Byrnes, whose
primary concerns seems to have been
getting Truman reelected in 1948 and
avoiding a Congressional investiga¬
tion into the enormous amount of
money that had been secretly steered
towards the project. The larger issues
were relegated to the background.
David Robertson reports on this in Sly
and Able, his biography of James
Byrnes, where he writes that the head
of the committee successfully manipu¬

lated the agenda so that troublesome
issues, such as when the bomb should
be used (he favored as quickly as pos¬
sible) and whether the Japanese
should receive a warning, were never
given fair discussion. The latter ques¬
tion was reduced to a lunch break, in
which Byrnes argued that a warning
would bring forth the possibilities of
either the Japanese bringing prison¬
ers-of-war into the target area, or a
publicized failure, in which case the
militarists would gain a further
threshold in the Japanese govern¬
ment. What he failed to mention was
that, before the many B-29
firebombing raids led by General
Curtis LeMay, it was a regular prac¬
tice of the United States to drop leaf¬
lets warning the citizens to evacuate.
Ultimately, the U.S. did end up drop¬
ping leaflets on Hiroshima, although
their content was sufficiently vague as
to be ineffective.
■ A look at the alternatives
What does this sequence of ac¬
tions mean? Would a better commit¬
tee have made a different decision?
Although a more precise warning
may have saved some lives, one must
question whether it would have saved
enough to be worth the risk (given
that propaganda had been flying out
of airplanes for months, it would be
reasonable to assume that the Japa¬
nese would be somewhat skeptical of
it). A failure, on the other hand,
would certainly have looked bad, en¬
tailing some degree of harm, though
probably minor. After all, one must
recognize that when taken in light of
the general pattern of the war, a mo¬
mentary loss of face probably would
not have made a significant impact.
Another firebombing raid, or the
bombing of Nagasaki (utilizing a dif¬
ferent type of technology) which was
to come three days later would have
seemingly overcome this.
More disconcerting than the In¬

terim Committee's hasty dismissal of
these issues were the topics that they
never even bothered to discuss. Three
specifically come to mind: the terms
of surrender, the killing of innocent
life, and the location chosen as a tar¬
get.
Following the meetings of the In¬
terim Committee, the Potsdam Decla¬
ration was issued. This warning was
meant to serve two purposes: to relate
to the Japanese the future of their
country should they choose to surren¬
der and to relate to the Japanese the
future of their country should they
choose not to surrender. As originally
conceived, the Declaration included a
statement that the United States did
not exclude the possibility of a monar¬
chy under the present dynasty. This
component was eliminated by Byrnes
and Truman for reasons unknown (al¬
though presumably they were related
to possible domestic turmoil in the
U.S., as well as Truman's little man's
disdain for the appearance of weak¬
ness). Upon receiving the Declara¬
tion, Prime Minister Suzuki declared
it "not worthy of notice." The Japa¬
nese were still considering acceptance,
though, and telegraph transmissions
indicate that the U.S. was aware of this
(although, as with many such trans¬
missions, the authority may have been
in doubt).
This leaves open the question of
whether an earlier indication of the
U.S. willingness to retain the Empieror
would have rendered the bombing of
Hiroshima unnecessary. From the
evidence that we have, as a result of
statements and memoirs of Japanese
officials (such as Marquis Kido and
Foreign Minister Togo), this does not
appear likely, at least not without the
presence of another catalyst. Civilian
members of the government were un¬
certain what precise peace terms
should be sought and the Emperor
was delaying direct effort at peace.
Continued on Page 12
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History’s difficult questions, problems left for us to ponder
Continued from Page 11
Additionally, a surrender under this
scenario would have increased the
possibility of a coup by the military
command (after Hiroshima and the
Soviet invasion, the top generals, hav¬
ing clearly suffered a complete loss of
face and credibility, refused to join in
a insurrection by lower officers, lead¬
ing to its utter failure). Also, had a
statement been issued, complications
may have arisen in regards to the fu¬
ture government of Japan (obviously,
the U.S. did not intend to grant the
Emperor full sovereignty, having seen
him sign a declaration of war against
them four years previously).
While not offering retention may
not have produced peace, failing to
mention it as an option made it virtu¬
ally impossible, given the contempo¬
rary cultural climate, for the Japanese
to surrender under any circumstances,
even given another impetus. One
must therefore question the wisdom
of the U.S. negotiation policy during
the war, which was to close off all dip¬
lomatic channels to Japan. It was cer¬
tainly necessary that means be avail¬
able to eradicate Japan's war-making
tendencies, but open communication
and a more precise statement of inten¬
tions (which the U.S. had utilized in
the surrender of Italy) were not in¬
compatible with this goal. Neverthe¬
less, although a change in policy may
have been wise, it is unlikely that that
in itself would have been sufficient to
lead us to resolution.
With neither a warning or reten¬
tion wholly viable alternatives, one
must move on to the next question,
that of the target site and who was ef¬
fected by it. Most of the people that
lost their lives at Hiroshima were
completely innocent. Can their
deaths, given that they were clearly
foreseen (if not on as grand a scale), be
ustified? Because of the technology of

related to the U.S. blockade and
this period, precision bombing had
firebombing (which was set to be in¬
proved to be impossible. However,
creased
shortly, and had in the case of
presumably the aircraft had some
Tokyo
led
to over 100,000 deaths in
small degree of target selection. Cer¬
two
days),
further fighting in the is¬
tainly it was not necessary to obliter¬
land
foothills
(combat was still raging
ate an entire city, through
at
a
small
scale
in conquered territo¬
firebombing or atomic weaponry, to
ries
such
as
Okinawa
at this point),
be effective. Along with expediency,
many
deaths
resulting
from
the Soviet
terrorizing the citizenry seems to have
invasion
of
been a goal of the air
__
Manchuria,
and
force in their cam¬
the undesirable
paign. This was for¬
possibilities of
bidden by interna¬
either the Sovi¬
tional law as codi¬
ets occupying
fied in the Hague
large portions
and Geneva conven¬
of Asia or a
tions, but then (as
mainland inva¬
now) international
sion of Japan
law was largely ig¬
(the
latter
nored. Ultimately,
would
have
though, these legal
been extremely
questions are best
improbable,
relegated to a minor
given the mo¬
role in the debate,
mentum of the
for if the bomb could
war. However,
be justified on all
had it occurred, because of the deter¬
other grounds, international law (with
mination of the Japanese and their su¬
its lack of clear legitimacy, particu¬
perior knowledge of the would-be
larly at this time and with this atmo¬
battlefield, it would have almost cer¬
sphere) would have difficulty pre¬
tainly led to astronomical casualties).
suming any sort of weight in the issue.
History shows that these factors were
Returning to the issue of inno¬
adequate to overcome any qualms the
cence, we know that some quantity of
Allied leaders had about killing civil¬
civilian loss of life is inevitable in war.
ians.
The question then becomes what de¬
gree can be justified. This can become
■ The rush to drop the bomb
a debate in its own, one much too
large for this article, but suffice it to
Even if it can be justified, the
say that most people would agree that
question
of whether it was necessary
it's usually a bad idea to deliberately
remains.
Couldn't a less inhabited
target innocent people. Yet, in decid¬
sight
have
had the same effect? The
ing to bomb on such a level as to be
policymakers
of the United States de¬
shocking, as to exceed the infliction of
termined
that
it would not, but this
military harm, isn't this doing pre¬
decision
was
made,
not only without
cisely that? On the other hand, a con¬
careful
consideration,
but by people
tinuation of the war would have lead
who
had
little
understanding
of Japan
to: many deaths from starvation
as a nation and cultural entity.
(Japan's citizenry were severely un¬
Couldn't a demonstration in Japan
dernourished at this point), many ca¬
have at least been tried? Two more
sualties on both sides from hostilities

immfeL

bombs would have been ready within
the next ten days or so, so it is not as if
the first one had to be decisive. It does
not appear that the U.S. would have
lost much by this chronology, other
than the element of surprise. But sur¬
prise fades quick; most decisions are
based on a careful rationalization of
the costs.
Additionally, there was the im¬
pending Soviet invasion. The U.S.
government, even if unaware of the
extent to which Japan was relying on
the Soviets to stay neutral, must have
been aware that this would have
shifted the balance. When the Soviets
invaded, the Japan lost their key dip¬
lomatic contact. This certainly would
have increased the momentum to¬
wards immediate surrender. Why the
rush to drop the bomb?
Although it is difficult to cite a
single option as being preferable to
the bombing, the combination of the
numerous questions raised above
makes the hasty choice of the Truman
administration subject to more and
more doubt. U.S. officials seem to
have had a significant disregard for
the value of Japanese life. Many top
U.S. decision-makers were racist,
many were unqualified, and they
were all politicians. At the same time,
one cannot really definitively say that
the bombing was not necessary. We
don't know, and we will never know.
It was a time of war, and in war things
can become difficult All the other al¬
ternatives were at least somewhat
problematic.
How problematic?
Again, we don't know. One can say,
though, that the process was irrepara¬
bly flawed. They moved too quickly,
with too little thought. Truman and
the others should have taken greater
responsibility for their actions, in a
degree suitable to the dropping of an
atomic bomb. Perhaps this is the les¬
son.

Bates, dates, the Mayflower, and you
By Jeremy Breningstall
This year, for the fourth time in
as many years, the deans made ma¬
jor changes in the way the cultural
diversity portion of first-year orien¬
tation was presented. What makes
this year's alterations distinctive is
that for the first time they are an im¬
provement.
The presentation began innocu¬
ously enough, with the usual talk
about Benjamin Mays. Now, I have
nothing against Dr. Mays. I'm sure
he was a great guy. I just kind of
wonder sometimes why every time
the issue of race comes up the name
Mays immediately floats into the
discussion. Again, this is in no way
a criticism of the man. But you have
to ask: can one person, any person,
be the single definition of race rela¬
tions at Bates?
Now, the administration may
have been intending to instill a sense
of tradition in the aspiring students.
But it seems sort of sad that this en¬
tire tradition seems to have taken
place between the years 1855 and
1925 (And speaking of dates, has
anyone else noticed that the year of
the college's founding keeps getting

earlier? Pretty soon it*s going to be the
first day someone named Bates
stepped off the Mayflower). Why is
there so much emphasis on the past?
In the year 2100, are we going to look
back 180 years to ignore the present?
What about 2200?
Given that Dr. Mays' name is
brought up so much, one must ask:
what is his relevance to to¬
day? Certainly, he had im¬
portant social and political
ramifications. Certainly, we
should admire his achieve¬
ments and seek to emulate
his character. I don't doubt
any of this. My query is: What does
this have to do with the college? What
is the connection between his Bates
and the Bates of today? Is there one?
This is an article about first-year
orientation, though, so I'll return to
the subject. When I was a first-year,
we didn't have any cultural diversity
training. I don't know if that makes us
racist or what. If it did, that would be
kind of scary, seeing as how we're the
largest class in the school.
Last year was different. They de¬
cided to train the new people not to be
racist. So they gathered them all,
stuck them in a big room, and told

them all that they're a bunch of racists,
and that they will always be racist.
That confused some people. They
didn't want to be racist.
That orientation was so success¬
ful, some people wanted to expand it.
They wanted an orientation that
would go on for months, maybe even
years. Some were concerned, though.

tation
What if orientation went on for years,
and the inductees still failed to get in¬
doctrinated? Try as they might,
though, people could not think of a
foolproof way to brainwash students.
On Monday, the administration
decided to try a new tactic. They de¬
cided to try and let students think for
themselves. After last year, maybe
mind control is no longer hip. Instead
of telling students what to learn, this
year the emphasis was on telling stu¬
dents how to learn.
Cynicism aside, I admire the
change in approach. While it's easy to
simply tell students what to believe,

rather than give them a chance to
make their own choices, it takes
courage to stand up and say that
people are free to hold whatever at¬
titudes they wish in the politically
correct world of academia. I think
the panelists made the right choice.
Tell students to be open-minded, to
be thinking, to be in¬
formed, to go outside their
group and seek diversity.
Let them know a little
about multiculturalism,
about the many layers
people have, about the
sorts of statements that
can hurt people, about ways to react
to intolerance. But then let them de¬
cide how to use this knowledge.
In an open society, ideas must
compete with one another for
prominence. That way, we can fig¬
ure out which ideas are right for us,
and which aren't. Otherwise,
there's no real way of categorizing
concepts, and no training ground
for the people who may have to be
leaders in the future. This way, we
can move out of "self-imposed im¬
maturity" and on to dignity. This is
what education is about.

September

8, ©95

13

Mill!

Do the Right Thing

Women face the greatest risk of being sexually assaulted in the first semester of their first year
at college. One in four women have experienced an attempted rape or been raped by the time they
graduate from college. Yet according to campus crime statistics, Bates College has not had a re¬
ported sexual assault in the past two academic years. The current sexual assault policy fosters a
culture of denial about the prevalence of sexual assault in our community. With no reference
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points for the reality of sexual assault on campus, students assume that sexual assault cannot hap¬
pen to them.

Gabe Fried & Jennifer Lacher

Editors-in-Chief

Specifically, we must know the nujnber of informally reported sexual assaults on campus.
There must be anonymous reporting forms available at the Health Center and the Dean of
Student's office. Each form would have an identification number solely to prevent pranks and
duplicate reports. Each year, Campus Security would release a single statistic detailing the num¬
ber of sexual assaults, drawing only from these reports and its own files. The statistic would not
draw from any information gained by the Sexual Assault Crisis Center or the Sexual Assault Re¬
sponse Line.

Editorial

Jeremy Pelofsky & Michelle Wong

News Editors
Jeremy Breningstall

Alexandra Socarides

Features Editor

Arts Editor
David Kociemba

If the actual number of sexual assaults at Bates were reported,
student and administrative organizations would become galva¬
nized on this issue, adding immediacy to their educational pro¬

grams. For how can one effectively fight a problem, when its
scope is completely unknown? While the statistic will not completely accurately reflect the reality
of sexual assault at Bates, it will be an improvement.

Forum Editor
Tom Falby

Alex Hahn

Sports Editor

Photography Editor

Ellen McDevitt & Josh Vallee

Copy Editors

The anonymous reporting form would do more than inform the community, it would ease the
trauma on survivors of sexual assault. Currently, each time a survivor goes to a branch of the
sexual assault support network, they must retell their story, which can discourage reporting and
prosecution. With an anonymous reporting form, a survivor would tell their story once, and the
Deans and Security would then use that form in place of interviewing the survivor. This would
allow survivors to fully utilize their personal, medical and legal options with a minimum of un¬
necessary trauma.
The administration has expressed a concern that revealing the number of informal reports of
sexual assault would violate confidentiality. The persuasiveness of that argument rests upon the
assumption that there are few such incidents. The more one assumes that there are five, perhaps
ten assaults per year, the stronger that argument seems. Yet we don't know that to be the case and there is strong statistical and anecdotal evidence which suggests that there are more than a
handful of sexual assaults on campus each year. Additionally, Chris Tisdale, director of Health Ser¬
vices, has stated that a single anonymous statistic would not violate confidentiality.
There is also a moral imperative to warn the student body of exactly how safe this campus is,
above and beyond the minimums provided by federal law. When someone is in physical danger,
one has a duty to warn them, or be morally culpable for what happens to them. Upon what moral
grounds is it right to keep someone in ignorance of physical danger, particularly when one pos¬
sesses the means to fully disclose the danger? We have the right to know.

Staff Reporters: Malachi Bergson, Frith Breitzer, Liam
Clarke, Jessica Christie, Tracy Gregoire, Sarah Gunn, Sara
Pasko, Alice Reagan, Sarah Standiford, Sebastian Sosman,
Chris Tine, Jeremy Villanamo, Jon Wallace, Jennifer
Weiers, Voot Yin.
Staff Photographers: Sebastian Sosman.

The Bates Student is published weekly by the students of Bates Col¬
lege when the college is in session. All Letters to the Editor must be
received by 4:00 p.m. on the Wednesday prior to publication. The
newspaper will print only signed letters. Letters should be submit¬
ted laser-printed, single-dpaced or saved on a 3.5" computer disk in
Macintosh WordPerfect format. The Bates Student reserves the right
not to print letters and to edit letters for length and clarity. Letters
may be delivered in person to Room 224, Chase Hall. Address all
correspondence to The Bates Student, 309 Bates College, Lewiston,
ME 04240, or telephone (207)795-7494. Subscription rates are $18 for
two semesters and $10 for one semester. Checks should be made
payable to The Bates Student.
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NO, MY ROOMMATE HASN'T
SHOWED UP YET. HE SHOULD
BE HERE ANY MINUTE,
TROUGH. 1415 NAME IS
MARTY. --„--

ANYWAY, COULD YOU SEND
ME MY UNDERWEAR?

PLEASE TELL
ME THIS IS
NOT MY
ROOMMATE.

MOTHER WANTS
TO KNOW IF
YOU'D LIKE

SOME UNDER¬
WEAR, TOO.'
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Are you a Friend of Bill? Should you want to be?
with memory overloads and
the occasional system crash
when the Macintoshes first hit
Thousands of people the market. But those prob¬
waiting in line for the stroke of lems were corrected long be¬
midnight to buy the long fore I bought my first
awaited Windows '95 could Macintosh upon arriving at
have saved themselves a lot of college in the fall of 1993. My
time and effort. They should computer at college has yet to
have bought a Macintosh crash because of system errors
computer years ago. What or overloads.
Newspaper accounts of
Windows '95 really does, be¬
sides make Bill Gates — one of the first days with Microsoft
the richest men in the world Windows '95 told tales not
only of over¬
—
even
loads on com¬
richer,
is
puters
in
bring
the
which
the
system soft¬
Consumers
program was
ware of IBM
were Just
installed, but
compatibles
stepping up
busy phone
up to the
to the starting lines at the
caliber that
line that
Microsoft
Macintosh
Macintosh left helpline, set
computers
six years ago. up to field
were in 1989.
questions
While
from the anx¬
some may
ious consum¬
believe that
market forces were the result ers dying to multitask or even
of Microsoft's stock dropping make Windows easier to use!
$1.75 on the debut day of Win¬ Many proud new owners of
dows '95, I suggest that this system software are find¬
Microsoft is merely playing ing that their computer
catchup to Macintosh and in¬ doesn't have the memory to
vestors were responding ac¬ fully utilize the new and im¬
cordingly. People stayed up proved Windows '95 and thus
late to be the first to buy the face costly memory upgrades.
Macintosh could have
program so they "won't be left
behind" in the constant urge been smarter about allowing
to be on the cutting edge of clone construction which
computers and the informa¬ would have reduced the price,
tion superhighway. In reality, putting more of their comput¬
consumers were just stepping ers
and
software
in
up to the starting line that consumer's hands and more
Macintosh left six years ago.
money in their bank accounts
— not that theirs are much
■ Snickering in the cubicles
emptier than Bill Gates'. Macs
have been long criticized for
Multitasking, on-line ser¬
their higher prices, but have
vices and better utilization of also saved people from having
486 and Pentium microproces¬
to pay for upgrades while si¬
sor chips, or at least the prom¬
multaneously having been
ise of that, are just some of the able to multitask.
reasons why people are rush¬
People have been rushing
ing to snap up copies of this
to the stores, buying up copies
upgrade. Microsoft paid $4 of Windows '95 in such a fren¬
million for the rights to use the zied manner as to suggest that
Rolling Stones' song "Start Me there is a limited quantity or
that their company will fail fi¬
Up" in commercials suggest¬
ing that finally computer us¬ nancially that week if they
ers can "start" connecting don't have the new system
with the world, organizing,
software. Yet, unlike concert
and creating with Windows or sports tickets — which are
'95. What Macintosh owners limited in quantity, often
know and snicker about in prompting people to line up at
their own cubicle is that they midnight to buy them — Win¬
have been doing all of these dows '95 and future upgrades
tasks — all at the same time - will be around for quite some
time.
for the past couple of years.
I used an IBM computer
during the mid-1980's but ■ I don't know what a
have been using Macintosh
"multitask" is, but I want it
computers since my freshman
Is it possible that consum¬
year in high school (6 years
ago) and have owned a ers think that purchasing Win¬
Macintosh for two and a half dows '95 will turn themselves
years. While in high school, I into a Friend of Bill? They are
sadly disillusioned. People in¬
used more than one or two
programs (on a Mac) at the terviewed by newspapers and
same time - all on a micropro¬ on television don't even know
cessor chip that was slower what they are buying and
some won't realize they do not
than the current 486 and
Pentium chips.
need the upgrade. It is appar¬
Yes, there were problems ent that Microsoft's $300 mil-

By Jeremy Pelofsky

lion advertising campaign is
working well to lure in con¬
sumers
and
spread
Microsoft's already expansive
influence.
Another
consumer,
quoted in The New York Times
(8/25), who worked in a law
firm complained of just hav¬
ing learned how to maneuver
Microsoft Windows only to
have to attempt to learn Win¬
dows '95. She hoped that her
firm might not even purchase
the new system software. She
said with a sense of resigna¬
tion, "Next year it will be
something else. I can't keep
up."
■ That’s one drafty window
of opportunity
Now Windows '95 is
available and is being in¬
stalled on 75 percent of com¬
puters on the market. IBM
just signed a deal with
Microsoft to incorporate their
new system software in their
machines starting in October.
I am guessing that Bill Gates
will be spending his free time
working on the next upgrade
to incorporate the PowerPC/
RISC technology — a much
faster microprocessing chip
which allows interchange be¬
tween Macintosh and IBM

programs and files — which, children, not professionals.
fittingly enough, Macintosh Yet, most desktop publishing
introduced earlier this year.
is done on Macintoshes. Col¬
This new system software leges and universities can't
is a window of opportunity keep their shelves stocked
for Bill Gates, but it won't
with Macintoshes because of
open any new doors that
their "simplistic" windows
Macintosh hasn't already been
system that allows them to
through years ago.
jump from the internet con¬
Macintoshes were consid¬ nection, where they found a
ered to be a fad and now Win¬
vital piece of information, to
dows is trying to mimic them.
their paper, where they input
In reality, Microsoft hasn't
that tidbit.
been selling a good product to
The only criticism I have
consumers,
for Macintosh,
just hyping
and the reason
its company
so many con¬
name and
sumers
own
products.
IBM
com¬
“Next year it
Somehow,
patibles, is that
willbe
Macintosh
they did not see
something
has
been
the wisdom of
else. I can’t
able to ac¬
licensing other
keep up.”
complish
companies to
what
construct
Microsoft is
clones. As has
- A resigned consumer
finally do¬
been
proven
ing and has
with the IBM
remained in business.
It clones, compatibles reduce the
makes one wonder if the Jus¬ market price of the machines
tice department is investigat¬ (one of the biggest criticisms
ing Microsoft for the right rea¬ of Macs) and spread their al¬
sons; maybe they should look ready multitask "windows"
into consumer product satis¬ system software, saving
faction.
people from having to play
People
criticized catchup with Microsoft Win¬
Macintosh computers when dows a mere six years later.
they came out as being overly
simple machines designed for

The State of Maine
the passing of a Maine legend, new welfare, clearing the air, and a call for frats
■ Former Sen. Margaret Chase Smith, the first lady of Maine politics, died as a result
of complications from a stroke on May 29 at the age of 97. She served eight years in the
House of Representatives and 24 years in the Senate, and received the Presidential Medal of
Freedom. In 1964, Smith had her name placed in nomination at the Republican National
Convention for the presidency, the first woman to be so honored by a major political party.
For all her service and accolades, Smith's greatest moment was her "Declaration of Con¬
science" against McCarthyism in 1950. As <|f|eshman senator, she stood tall, and publicly
campaigned against the use of hate and chaYacterassaS^nltion in political debate.
In a time defined by the tyranny of tl*epolitically correefand the din of the talk show,
her challenge still rings true today: 'Those of ua wf^:.sh|j^i:hi|loudest about Americanism
in making character assassination are4lf too frequently those whom by our own words and
acts, ignore some of the basic principles of AmeficamstO ^Thienght to criticize; The right to
hold unpopular beliefs; The right to protest; The righto£independent thought."
■ The Maine State Legislature voted to endorse a Democratic plan to require welfare
recipients to work 20 hours periweek, or enroll tn educational or training programs in ex¬
change for benefits. The progjfttm adds an additional $85 million to the current fiscal year
budget, according to the Mmrt&Jmm. The legislature defeated 8.Republican plan that would
have set a lifetime limit fop AFDC benefits at three years/
The plan requires Wetfaire recipients to begin WOrJfc
a program within three
months after they begirt collecting benefits, even in regions with chronically high unemploy¬
ment. Mothers with chpdfes »nder the age Of two are exempt from:-ihe new law's require¬
ments. This new law ilriiiiilhiatiye of theShift
opposed to AFDC's ini¬
tial goals: to enable mothers to devote their ful dmetoAasiekcWMyeft.

wm

■ Pollution fromtohf.Of .State threatens .Maintfi^efforts to meet a 1996 deadline for
complying with the federal ozone standaBflllpiaine^s unhealthy ground-level ozone concen¬
trations this summer have highlighted thgjjrnitations of Gov. Angus King's clean-air pro¬
gram, which relies pririarllyOn th&Saleof reformulated gasoline. Maine is the first state to
invoke the section of tl^Cie&R Air Act that requires the EPA to address the pollution trans¬
port issue
■ Rep. Bob LivingSron, of Louisiana, thinks Maine needs more fraternities, and has
thrown the weight of his office behind his belief. The Republican Chair of the House Ap¬
propriations Committee wrote the respective presidents of Bowdoin, Colby, Middlebury and
Hamilton, demanding a lift of their ban on the single-sex organizations. In expressing his
displeasure, he reminded the presidents that even their "private" schools receive huge fed¬
eral subsidies, in the form of student aid and research grants. So much for less governmen¬
tal interference.
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The environment - it's not just for wonks anymore
By Tracy Gregoire
and Sarah Standiford
This year, a new public
dialogue will begin in order to
address Maine's environmen¬
tal issues. The project, termed
Maine Environmental Priori¬
ties Project (MEPP), will pro¬
vide a forum for citizens and
policymakers in the state. Stu¬
dents can take advantage of
the project by learning about
and sharing their environ¬
mental concerns with the
group at the round table dis¬
cussions that will be located
on campus and around Maine
in the upcoming months.
MEPP was founded four
years ago as a statewide group
charged with ranking Maine's
leading environmental con¬
cerns. Using technical reports
that were compiled over the
past year, the project will be¬

gin to prioritize and open up a
dialogue on these issues that
effect everyone in Maine. As
MEPP will rank Maine's envi¬
ronmental policies based on
scientific information as well
as public input, public partici¬
pation is critical to the success
of this project. The project's
findings will be reported to
the governor, legislature and
state agencies, serving as a
guideline for future policy.
Maine is among 20 states that
have undertaken this new
method of looking at environ¬
mental problems. It is an ap¬
proach rooted in the recogni¬
tion that policy must be based
on clear priorities, because
public and private resources
are finite.
MEPP is sponsoring a se¬
ries of public meetings and
round table discussions for
September. The kickoff meet¬

ings are meant to familiarize
people with the project and
the environmental issues
identified over the past year,
and to give people the oppor¬
tunity to sign up for the round
table discussions. Attendance
at the kickoff meeting is not
required to participate. A per¬
son must sign up for the
round tables and go to both
meetings, however, in order to
participate in the public input
part of this project. To get
some background on the find¬
ings of the technical commit¬
tee, complete reports are avail¬
able to the public.
Roundtable discussions
will be an opportunity for
members to discuss what they
see as the most important
Maine environmental issues.
These include issues such as
marine and freshwater sys¬
tems, food safety, toxins in the

workplace, and many more.
The uniqueness of this project
is the diversity of voices that
can be represented at the
roundtable. MEPP is inter¬
ested in joining with folks
from all over Maine who have
had real life exposure to
Maine's environmental prob¬
lems, who can share their ex¬
periences in order to priori¬
tize, and who can begin to find
solutions for them. This is also
an opportunity for students to
involve themselves in local ac¬
tion and share their experi¬
ences and concerns for the fu¬
ture of this state.
The Lewiston/Auburn
area kick off will be held at the
central Maine Technical Col¬
lege in Auburn on September
14, from 6 to 8 p.m. One of the
local round table meetings,
sponsored by the Environ¬
mental Coalition, will be held

at Bates in the Muskie Ar¬
chives on Sept. 21 and 28, from
3 to 5 p.m. Please contact
Tracy Gregoire if you want a
copy of the summary report or
additional information. It's
not often that citizens are en¬
couraged to set future policy
for the environment, but the
Maine Environmental Priori¬
ties Project is an opportunity
to do just that.

World turns into handbasket, on way to hell. Film at eleven
By Jeremy Breningstall
Hey kids! Too busy to watch the news? Peter Jennings get you down? Caught up in the Bates Bubble?
Fear not! Caveat Lector is here, your authoritative news service. We're of the same quality as the regular
media, only shorter. Our world-renowned specialists have spent the last three months canvassing every news
medium known to man, and we have brought you the cream of the crop. So here it is, all you need to know
about the world we live in (and you can read it in far less than 60 Minutes!):

1 . / .

.
2

..
E:;;

' E

News Update
Rather than letting us interpret, modify and distort the news, we've decided to let you be the ones to decide.
We provide the issue and possible answers, and you decide which solution fits your personality best! Let's
try it out.
1) What do Mike Tyson and Bill Clinton have in com¬
mon?
a) An uncanny resemblance to Miles Davis
b) A desire to support the American Bar Asso¬
ciation singlehandedly.
c) An affinity for tighty whities.
2) What is Bosnia?

3) What are Christina Rossetti's poems about?
a) The Russian Revolution.
b) A fisherman.
c) Sexual abuse.
4) Why did Susan Smith kill her children?
a) To deflect attention from O.J.
b) For a Dateline automotive special.
c) Out of love.

a) Part of the Baltic Sea.
b) A suburb of Boston
c) An "intertribal problem."

the Road Runner when you really need him?
Virtuosity: Rod Stewart and Neil Young, carried
away with post-midlife crisis reverse adolescence,
go to Seat! to -.v,'

;

...

Keanu Reeves.
Crumb: Corporate leaders stuff themselves like
something out of an old folk tale. Starring 99% of
the American population.
Species: New Calvin Klein ads feature dogs, eats
and tortoises in their underwear. "We're just try-
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dent," says spokeswoman.

Sports
5) What is MTV?

Players and owners run into each other in bank¬
ruptcy court melee ensues. UJM- panel proposes
Sending them to an island south of Argentina.
Penguins protest.

a) One long commercial, b) One long Beavis and Butthead episode, c) "That youth-oriented cable program."

The Weather
Well, we wouldn't want to bore you with too much news - we know your lives are busy, what with Melrose
Place, jock straps and all. We'll move on to the entertainment section of today's feature, (and what could be
more entertaining than Washington, land of dirty old men, beautiful women, and easy money)

Pop?

Political Profiles
Bill Clinton: Newest MTV vee-jay can't make up his
mind which video to play, leading to 216 hours of
White Zombie. Fortunately, our favorite saxophon¬
ist has no such capriciousness when it comes to the
issues: Opposed to quotas, in favor of numerically
proportioned race-based set-asides. Opposed to the
deficit, opposed to deficit reduction. Opposed to lob¬
byists, in favor of lobbyists' donations. As clear¬
headed as a Faulkner novel.
Newt Gingrich: Besieged by 334,000 welfare recipi¬
ents, all of whom claim to have had an affair with this
brawny gentleman from Georgia. Recent thriller
1945 surpasses The Judicial Process among the Barotse of
Northern Rhodesia on the New York Times bestseller
list.
Ross Perot: Plans to follow up political career by be¬

coming the spokesperson for Pepsi. Chairperson
suggests perhaps Caffeine Free would be more ap¬
propriate.
Bob Dole: Newest line is "I should be President be¬
cause I'm not nobody else"; motto helps to assuage
fears that the elderly Olympian lacks a clear sense of
purpose.
Pete Wilson: Upon hearing that heat is unpopular
among the American public, erstwhile Reagan heir
declares war on the sun.
Janet Reno and Alfonse D'Amato: To be happily
married in January. Jimmy Hoffa will officiate.
Strom Thurmond: Announces that he will run in
1996; states of his generation: "We have one more
battle to fight for the American people, and I'm too
old to paratroop."

Marion Barry: Archenemy of Perot volunteers to
campaign for leading soft drink label. And his
doesn't have caffeine, either.
Bob Packwood: Women just cannot resist this guy!
Currently hard at work on his life story, Revenge of the
Nerd, sure to be an esculent delight.
Jesse Helms: Senate expert on cult cinema comes
clean, admits to affair with Richard Gephardt. Now
we know why he really has all those videos.
Stan Greenberg: At one time, the most powerful
man in America. Still up there.
Phil Gramm: Converts to the Nation of Islam after
learning about their views on women. Last seen in a
Chicago airport wearing a bow tie and carrying a
walkie talkie.
Richard Lugan Who?
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Discussing multiculturalism
By Sarah Gunn
It began as a typical dis¬
cussion - a group of Junior
Advisors and Residential Co¬
ordinators came together to
speak about "Bates as a
multicultural community."
We listened to several deans
list a vast number of
multicultural programs on
campus event by event and
watched them inform us of
Bates College's "proud tradi¬
tion of egalitarianism." Most
fought fatigue. Some napped.
Then the floor was
opened to questions. Shifting
in our seats and mumbling
when daring to speak at all,
we'd suggest topics and
quickly drop them. Most were
bracketed with a warning: "I
don't want to piss anyone off,
but..." We spent a lot of time
rehashing old topics and spent
little time on actual issues.
■ Questioning the health of
multiculturalism
Over the course of the dis¬
cussion, though, something
changed. Abandoning the
scenarios and lecture notes
prepared by the deans, we fa¬
cilitated our own discussion.
This time, when we veered
into touchy subjects, we didn't
dodge. Instead, we ques¬
tioned each other's positions
with enthusiasm and respect.
I began to wonder why I was
so riveted. My response
wasn't unique - most of those
involved expressed pleasant
shock that the talk succeeded
at all. I realized that although

I've spent over two years at
Bates, I have seldom engaged
in such a free discussion about
multicultural issues.
Why isn't Bates like this
normally? We're constantly
assured that it's a haven in
which students can feel safe to
live, speak and learn. The
Bates Bubble seems to cushion
us from confrontation, for
while the college often talks
about multi-culturalism, we
are not prompted to question
whether multi-culturalism is
allowed to thrive.
■ Pysch 101 v. Engaging in
dialogue
Bates managed to house
at least one fruitful talk, but it
seemed to work in spite of the
college - not because of it.
Most programs do not re¬
semble the JA/RC forum. In¬
deed, the Orientation events
seemed set up to discourage
discussion. For example, the
first
presentation
on
multiculturalism for firstyears was held 30 minutes af¬
ter they returned from Reid
State Park. The only way for
them to express their opinion
was to stand up among a
crowd of strangers, discussing
issues that require personal
interaction, and sharing opin¬
ions that could alienate them
from the rest of their class.
Tired and spent, most stu¬
dents didn't bother.
In contrast, each of the
residential advisors sat in a
circle with our peers. We had
already formed a strong bond
throughout our week of train¬
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ing and felt comfortable dis¬ article, little was mentioned professors often use minority
cussing touchy subjects. Fi¬ about the campus' general ig¬ students as examples when is¬
nally, confidentiality was as¬ norance about multicultural sues arise in class. The stu¬
sured. Our discussion suc¬ issues. The student body fo¬ dents are forced to fulfill a
ceeded largely because we cused on minute details like delicate role: to be educators,
were permitted to break the the number of events hosted yet not critics; to inform the
predetermined format and be¬ on campus and on the lan¬ student body of problems, yet
gin anew.
guage used by the author. Ul¬ to avoid suggesting solutions.
This lack of dialogue ex¬ timately, we ignored the sub¬ We profit from their help, yet
tends far beyond fall orienta¬ stance of the problem - that by characterizing them as
tion. We have a tendency to many Bates students feel un¬ troublemakers when they step
submerge unpopular opinions comfortable even discussing out of line, we ignore and de¬
in an attempt to avoid offence multiculturalism. In viewing value their experiences.
or open¬
It's a hy¬
ing our¬
pocrisy is¬
selves to
sue:
we
harass¬
tout our
ment. Be¬
educa¬
cause we
tional pro¬
seldom
grams and
discuss
tolerant
the prob¬
multiethnic
lem of incommusensitivnity, but
ity, we
with the
may be
same
subtly
breath we
encour¬
create conaged to
ditions
slide by,
which ac¬
certain
tively disthat dis¬
courage
crimina¬
free discus¬
The powers that be leading
tory inci¬
discussion on
sion. The
multiculturalism at JA/RC training.
dents are
Alex Hahn photo.
college
not re¬
prides it¬
flective of our reality.
crises as exceptions rather self on its progressive educa¬
than as symptoms, we allow tional programs yet forces
■ Feeding frenzy misses ourselves to perpetuate the multicultural students to bear
point
myth that ignorance and in¬ the burden of education alone.
sensitivity are not a part of
How do we unearth the
Last spring, the campus campus culture.
ugly side of campus culture
became polarized over a Bates
When the community as¬ and act on feelings of outrage
Student article examining sumes that multicultural when we see injustice? Do we
campus misconceptions about problems don't exist, the bur¬ organize protests, or force the
the Multicultural Center. den of proof often shifts to vic¬ campus to change its policies?
Throughout arguments and tims. It is a common belief that Perhaps both. Maybe the road
discussions prompted by the Bates never had serious race to a tolerant community is ini¬
problems until students began tially simpler, and infinitely
protesting admissions policies more difficult. It worked
two years ago. Members of when the students seized con¬
iSWJfctt'
the Multi-ethnic Empower¬ trol of their discussion and
ment Initiative became la¬ abandoned their class notes.
beled by many as proponents
Most importantly, we
of gratuitous rabble-rousing.
need to examine ourselves. If
This opinion was under¬ we witness intolerance or find
standable - after all, we all ourselves perpetuating it, we
know that these things simply have a duty to confront the
do not happen here at Bates. problem: not with censure or
Harassment becomes easy to condemnation, but with re¬
explain away as a joke or as an spect and a willingness to
unfortunate misunderstand¬ learn. We need to become in¬
ing, while the victims remain formed and learn to question
silent throughout.
our assumptions. Encourage
The onus of educating the college to revamp its ori¬
Bates College consequently entation programs, but re¬
falls to the multicultural stu¬ member that while the college
dents. We laud multicultural provides a framework for
clubs when they sponsor campus life, it is the students
speakers and programs, and who fill in the gaps.

28.6 percent of white households have
computers. 11.1 percent of black households
have computers. 10.1 million whites have moblacks have them,
lowest rate of co ro¬
of American ethnic groups,
ave the second lowest. How
do these facts affect the media coverage of the
Information Superhighway?
Would the
Internet get the same amount ofeqverage if
.I
Ilance
f
the raci
were reversed?
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Residential advisor training
By Ellen McDevitt
and Alice Reagan

minded all week that we are
not parents or police officers,
yet is it our responsibility as
"leaders and role models" to
The 1995-96 crop of Bates
report violations of the alcohol
junior advisors and resident
policy? Are we to respect this
coordinators participated in
policy just as we would re¬
an intensive week-long train¬
spect the sexual harassment
ing session from August 26
policy? And how does this af¬
through September 1. These
fect our often tenu¬
52 students should
ous personal relation¬
now be prepared for
ships
with
our
a year of academic
The Time: 2:30 a.m. The Day: Friday. The Place: Page Hall, 3rd floor.
advisees and resi¬
advising, peer coun¬
dents? The roles of
seling, and unex¬
Hysterical first-year student bangs on her Junior Advisor’s door with the severed bloody
peer-advisor and cop
pected emergencies
are irreconcilable in
of all kinds. The
stump of her own right arm. JA opens door, rubbing eyes, yawning.
our minds. Advisees
question remains ...
will not feel comfort¬
did we get the right
Jane: Help! You gotta help me! I was doing a keg stand at Hacker House, when some crazed
able discussing per¬
training for the job?
guy started winging machetes everywhere! What should I do?
sonal problems with
The jobs of JA
Mike, the concerned JA: The question is, Jane, what can YOU do to help yourself? Let me
a peer they perceive
and RC are ones
as an authority fig¬
outline your OPTIONS.
which require con¬
ure. Yet, the policy
stant, active interac¬
Jane: What the hell! I’m bleeding to death here! Call the health center or something!
was outlined ... what
tion with students,
Mike: I want you to know, Jane, that whatever happens at the health center is COMPLETELY
should we do with it?
but the information
CONFIDENTIAL and your parents WILL NOT be notified.
which was pre¬
Jane: That’s brilliant, Mikef; You’ve shown me^that l need lo take some INDIVIDUAL
Can 52 college
sented was done so
INITIATIVE
to
alleviate
my
situation.
Thanks.
students
absorb
in a lecture format
Mike:
Now
perhaps
you’d
like
to
share
your
feelings
with
me
on
the
dorm
damage
your
arm?
enough
material
and
conducive to passive
advice
on
peer
coun¬
learning.
We
is causing....
seling in a week to ac¬
learned the vital
I
,
count
for every sce¬
techniques and theo¬
Hill
in i lit! liiifiiiif till!
tiilittiiiii
__
nario that will occur
ries of mediation
during the course of
and intervention,
to serve only those who are the year? Of course the an¬
week and swallow informa¬
but actual role-playing sce¬ now able to confront and dis
swer is no. Nevertheless,
narios were scarce. When we cuss difficult issues with their tion about every theory that over 21. Most students are
were put in the position of a advisees. There was simply was discussed (with little aware that the alcohol policy training which employs active
JA talking with a first-year not enough hands-on practice practice at how to apply at Bates is blatantly violated at participation better prepares
student about their abuse of to use the numerous theories them), but we were given little every party. The information JAs and RCs for real life situa¬
guidance on how to apply the given here was only barely tions. The possibility exists
alcohol, it proved to be a we were taught.
that even those of us that man¬
worthwhile and revealing
Relevant information was one confusing policy which relevant to the daily life of our
aged to stay awake during the
process. The difference was also omitted from these tends to be a catalyst for many community.
We wonder then, which many lectures may not be pre¬
marked between hearing lengthy lectures. We found it problems at Bates... the alco¬
role JAs and RCs should as¬ pared to handle our jobs with¬
about a possible scenario and disturbing that the issue of hol policy.
As Peter Taylor, Coordi¬
being an active participant in sexual orientation was only
sume? We were constantly re¬ out having the hands-on expe¬
rience that is normally a resolving it. Theories cannot ac¬ briefly discussed, considering nator of Student Activities,
count for the emotions and how prevalent its discussion outlined the policy during the
Prices at Bates College
problems that often arise and awareness is on the Bates training, students exchanged
when a JA or RC confronts a campus. College is a time of knowing glances concerning
Sodas: up 20%
troubled student. Only a experimentation and discov¬ the strictness of the policy's
Use
of a washing machines up 33%
handful of students, however, ery in the sexual arena. Many enforcement. According to
Keys:
up 100%
what he read from a pamphlet
participated in the role-play¬ first-year students are exposed
Fine for not returning key: $25
to the issue of homosexuality accessible to any Bates stu¬
ing exercise.
Music in the den: free
JA and RC positions exist
to provide a capable person
available in the residences to
deal with problems as they
arise. In most instances, con¬
flicts are handled on a one to
one basis. It is ludicrous to as¬
sume that every student who
participated in the training is

for the first time at Bates and
may find it confusing, fright¬
ening or liberating. We were
all given the theoretical tools
to be good, unbiased listeners,
but we were never given sce¬
narios that concerned this
commonly raised issue.
Not only did we sit for a

M

dent, no one under the age of
21 may consume alcohol at a
campus-wide party.
This
policy is "enforced" by man¬
dating that ticket takers issue
hand stamps to designate
whether a student may be le¬
gally served alcohol. It is then
the bartenders' responsibility

u

You just separated your trash.
Recycling
is easy, isn’t it?
In fact,
it’s one of
the easiest ways
you personally
can make the world
a better place.

If you’d
like to know more,
send a
postcard to
the Environmental
Defense Fund-Recycling,
257 Park Ave. South,
NY, NY, 10010.

ENVIRONMENTAL rf»l
DEFENSE FUND @0

You will find
taking the first
step toward
recycling
can be as easy
in practice
as it is
here on paper.
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Arts

Some classy acts for ’99

by Jennifer Weiers
The annual New Student
Talent Show kicked off to a
rough start Sunday night with
the awkward performance of
Brad "Buzz" Nifkin. Nifkin
delivered a comedic routine
with a hilarity of dust-speck
proportions, amidst jeers of
"Go back to high school!" and
"Hey, fat boy, get off the
stage!" Host Alex Komlosi '96
soon regretted having intro¬
duced Nifkin; the audience,
appalled with Nifkin's jokes,
would certainly have pelted
him with vegetables had any
been growing nearby.
Nifkin eventually acqui¬
esced to the crowd's wishes,
returning to his seat and sur¬
rendering the stage to
Komlosi. Little dogs and ci¬
gars were the subject of
Komlosi's lively discourse for
the next few minutes until
Nifkin removed his silly hat
and revealed himself as the
show's true emcee, Jonathan
Drury '96.
Drury introduced the first
authentic new student per¬
former, Brian Gagne, who led
the way with a vocal and gui¬
tar performance of "Best of
What's Around" by the Dave
Matthews Band. Incapaci¬
tated Drummer was next,
with bassist Jane Creamer, vo¬
calist Weston Noyes, Todd
Robbins and Alex Budney on
guitar. Incapacitated member
Tim Sundberg, plagued by a
lack of drums, was unable to

join the band on stage as they
rocked the crowd with
Cream's "Sunshine of your
Love."
In a change of tempo,
maestro
pianist
Vijay
Kalappa played Schumann's
"Abschied;" the faces of the
audience took on distant

smiles as they floated peace¬
fully along to his melody.
Next, a more intense Robert
Chavira played a few intense
minutes of improvisational
electric guitar in yet another
demonstration of remarkable
musical talent.
"He's not human," gasped

one audience member as the
amazing Andrew Adams
juggled bean bags, clubs, and
finally foot long knives with
masterful fluidity and charm,
earning an unprecedented
standing ovation. Lonesome
Johnny Blue, a.k.a. Jung
Kwag, then performed an

original song called "Want."
Kwag dedicated the piano and
vocal piece "to anyone who's
fallen in love and, well, noth¬
ing happened."
With an amazing com

continued on page 22

Olin Museum of Art, now a place to get your hands dirty
by Christopher Tin£
The staff of the Bates Col¬
lege Museum of Art is hard at
work this week installing two
new shows to kick off the 19951996 academic year.
The large upstairs gallery
is being transformed. The
show, entitled "The Print
Shop," seeks to turn the mu¬
seum space in Olin in to an in¬
teractive, functioning printing
shop. The workshop is made
complete with huge printing
presses on loan from the Art
department.
"We would always get the
same questions," explained
C.enetta McLean, director of
the museum, "What is a print,
how are they made, are they
original works of art?"
To try to answer some of
these questions, "we thought it
would be helpful if people

could watch how prints are
made," McLean said.
The large gallery will be
a work space for the next
three months where stu¬
dents, staff and the public
can come and watch print
demonstrations conducted
by some of the most accom¬
plished print makers in the
state. The demonstrations
will explain and illustrate the
print making process from
the design stage, through the
often long and complicated
production steps to the final
print, generally on paper.
The demonstrations might
even offer an opportunity to
get your hands dirty, or inky
as the case may be, but for
those who are looking for
more instructive, individual
experiences, the museum
will offer four evening work¬
shops with the experts.

The artists are an impres¬
sive collection.
Randy
Hemminghaus works as a
master printer at the nationally
important Vinalhaven press,
on Vinalhaven island off the
Maine coast. Karen Gilg is an
accomplished artist in Maine
and beyond who works out of
the University of Maine at
Farmington and is an expert in
the monotype process. Stu¬
dents might remember a recent
exhibit of the work of Charles
Hewitt, a nationally recog¬
nized print maker from the
Lewiston area, now working in
Maine and New York. The
Bates museum is home to a
Charles Hewitt print archive,
meaning that every time Mr.
Hewitt completes an edition of
prints, one of them is placed in
safe keeping in the museum's
permanent collection.
All
three artists will be leading

demonstrations and work¬
shops.
In addition to the work¬
shop in the gallery, an educa¬
tional exhibition of prints
from the permanent collection
describes eleven of the impor¬
tant print making processes.
Each example is accompanied
by explanatory text and sim¬
plified diagrams. The installa¬
tion was curated by Mary
Herndon '97, a fall semester
intern who began her work a
little early this summer. "
I
searched the entire print col¬
lection," says Herndon, a
project which alone took al¬
most two and a half weeks.
Prints by Peggy Bacon and Jim
Dine highlight the installation.
The show will open on Sep¬
tember 12 and run through
December 17.
In the downstairs gallery,
another exhibition is well into

the installation process.
"Pre-Columbian Ritual
Ceramics" will focus on the
Museum's 1991 gift from
David C. Whitehouse '25 and
Constance T. Whitehouse of
pre-columbian objects and ar¬
tifacts dating as far back as
1500 B.C. This exhibition will
be the first time the objects are
on public view since the col¬
lection was accrued by the
museum four years ago.
The exhibit, which was
initially researched by Oh Mee
Lee '96 and was curated and
organized
by
Elizabeth
Marzloff '96, focuses on about
130 objects from the collection.
The objects are considered
chronologically over a 3000
year span from 1500 B.C. to
1500 A.D. "This is a nice col-

continued on page 22
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Summer at Bates attracts a number of diverse dancing talents
by Frith Breitzer
This past summer, from
July 28th to August 19th, Bates
College hosted the 13th an¬
nual Bates Dance Festival.
The festival brings together in¬
ternationally acclaimed art¬
ists, community performers,
and local youth for three
weeks of intensive study and
performance.

The festival
attracted 175
participants,
representing 35
states and seven
foreign countries.
Described by Festival Di¬
rector Laura Faure as a "labo¬
ratory for contemporary
dance," the festival attracted
175 participants, representing
35 states and seven foreign
countries.
Participants
attended
classes in professional dance/
movement training, and were
joined by artists who also per¬
formed throughout the threeweek period. This season, the
festival featured perfor¬

mances by African-American
artists, including premiere
programs by Urban Bush
Women and Bebe Miller
Company.
As part of an extended
community outreach pro-

“We wanted to
bring family issues
into the dance ”
Alice Reagan ’97
gram, the Bates Dance Festival
invited local residents to par¬
ticipate in the Community
Performance Project (CPP)
and the Bates Summer Youth
Arts Program. The CPP gave
participants the opportunity
to work under choreographer
David Dorfman in the creation
and performance of a new
work, "Familiar Movements:
The Family Project."
This collaboration in¬
volved artists from around the
world, as well as local partici¬
pants, including Bates stu¬
dents Alice Reagan '97 and
Alan Reed '98. The perfor¬
mance was based on personal
stories of the dancers and com¬

Urban Bush Women: ".. .known for their innovative dance/theater works rooted in Afri¬
can-American folklore and spiritual traditions."
photo by Cylla Von Tiedemann
bined dance with narration.
"We wanted to bring fam¬
ily issues into the dance," ex¬
plained Reagan. Two motherdaughter pairs danced to¬
gether, reinforcing the familial
theme.

The Bates Summer Youth
Arts Program was an inten¬
sive three-week program
which allowed students ages
8-17 the chance to study
dance, music, and visual arts
with renowned artists.
According to Faure, the

Bates Dance Festival suc¬
ceeded in "providing estab¬
lished and emerging artists of
diverse backgrounds with ex¬
tensive residencies in which to
develop new work, collabo¬
rate, and share their vision as
performers and teachers."

The Tie That Binds R
1:00 3:30
7:20 9:50

Amazing Panda Adventure
PG
(Saturday and Sunday only)

Desperado: A Parody of “sex
infused violence”
by Josh Vallee
In the growing tradition
of the new retro-American
cool guy, there is Robert
Rodriguez, Antonio Banderas,
and Desperado. Apparently
now playing at Hoyt's in Au¬
burn (which must mean
something important, for only
the height of cinema achieves
such vaunted status), Des¬
perado
represents
Rodriguez's first big studio
release, a virtual remake of his
acclaimed independent fea¬
ture El Mariachi. Columbia
Pictures infused big bucks
into the new production, as
opposed to the shockingly
low $7,000 that it took to make
original version.

The gore is
remarkable; the
carnage,
memorable.
Desperado brings to the
screen more of the sex infused
violence that seems to make
American movies tick these
days, but this time in the form
of rising star, Antonio
Banderas. There's honestly
something wonderful about

Banderas, who transcends
gender bounds by filling the
screen with his raw sexual
power. Rodriguez's camera
concentrates lovingly on his
face and body, as he tears
through legions of baddies,
which is about all he does, in
increasingly
horrendous
ways, with increasingly ludi¬
crous weaponry.
It seems somehow redun¬
dant to comment upon
Rodriguez's extreme use of
parody in the outrageous use
of violence, for director's seem
more and more likely to lace
their action movies with irony,
stepping outside of the genre,
rather than suffocating within
it. If anything, Rodriguez
overdoes the parody, perhaps
becoming too satisfied simply
to boil the plot down until all
that remains is our lone, sultry
hero, blasting away face after
literal face. The gore is remark¬
able; the carnage, memorable.
The endless scenes of comedic
holocaust are ridiculously
stylized, as Banderas shoots
behind his back and from ev¬
ery direction, even getting
Quentin Tarantino, appearing
in a fitting little cameo, killed
in the process. Ironically,
Rodriguez does borrow liber¬
ally from Tarantino, though is
perhaps not quite as adept at
integrating dialogue as the di¬

rector of Pulp Fiction et al.
Though Desperado is cer¬
tainly not a masterpiece by
any means (it may well not
even be as good as its prede¬
cessor, El Mariachi) it marksr.
the emergence of a young di¬
rector with the gall to con¬
vince Hollywood to let him
break all of their toys. Anto¬
nio Banderas is the real thing,
finally landing an American
starring role, after his count¬
less Spanish films (Tie Me Up,
Tie Me Down etc.) and stints
in Interview with a Vampire
and Philadelphia. He brings
with him a certain timeless¬
ness, like James Dean with
subtlety, John Malkovich with
endless sex appeal, and John
Travolta without the gut or
the sleaze.
I suppose a review needs
a hook, so here it is, off the
record: Desperado achieves
the status of conscientious
film, never gratuitous, but a
champion of craft, while
maintaining the high budget
power of any popular Holly¬
wood movie. That doesn't
make it brilliant, but it cer¬
tainly makes it worth seeing
more than the usual retreads
of old stories and silly actors
(Apollo 13, Water World [ugh]
or Operation: Dumbo Drop, if
you will) Tesus, who died and
made Tom Hanks king?

12:00 2:00

To Wong Foo PG-13
12:50 3:50
7:10 9:40
National Lampoon's Senior
Trip R
12:30 2:50 5:00
6:50 9:00
Dangerous Minds R
1:10 4:20
7:40 10:00
The Prophecy R
1:30 4:10
7:50 10:10
Mortal Kombat PG-13
12:20 2:40 4:50
7:30

Waterworld PG-13
12:00 (Friday, and MondayThursday only)
4:00 6:40 9:20
Babe: The Gallant Pig G
(Saturday and Sunday only)
12:10 2:20 4:30
The Net PG-13
(no matinees on Saturday and
Sunday)
12:10 4:30
7:00 9:30
Babysitter's Club PG
(Saturday and Sunday only)
1:20 3:40
Desperado R

Lord of Illusions R
10:05
A Walk in the Clouds PG-13
12:40 3:20
6:30 8:50

(no Saturday or Sunday
matinees)
1:20 3:40
6:35 9:10
Adult ticket prices are $7.00 for
evening shows and $4.75 for
shows starting prior to 6 p.m.
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How is our generation responding to KIDS?
As part of one's own
Exploiting
prejudices,
personal reality
these KIDS
by Sara Pasko

are after
your money

by David Kociemba
Most reviews of KIDS
have tended to interpret its
success either as a movie no
parent should miss or through
its supposedly searing realis¬
tic look at contemporary life.
Oh, give me a fucking break!
I can easily explain the
phenomenal success of this in¬
dependent film. A bunch of
middle class young adults go
to this film to see debauchery
and compare it to their own.
It's rather like a film version of
"I Never." Audience mem¬
bers literally say to them¬
selves, "Look! There's my
bong!"
Spurred on by the public¬
ity surrounding the filming of
KIDS, the middle class has
flocked to see their myths of
how the other class lives en¬
shrined by this pseudo-docu¬
mentary. To me, KIDS isn't
about surviving the material
conditions that society has
placed us in, it's about exploit¬
ing tfcem.
Should parents see this
film? Why? What parent
would watch this film and say
to themselves, "Why, that's
my child!" Those that would
benefit from the subject matter
are already living in denial.
And as for the alleged re¬
alism in KIDS, it is mainly lim¬
ited to the correct portrayal of
various methods of doing
drugs (yet another reason for
its popularity among the
middle class).
I have rarely seen a film
do such disservice to its mate¬
rial. Rapes, drug abuse, and
nudity pervade the script, but
never manage to achieve co¬
herence of any sort. The serial
date rapist, Telly, is character¬
istic of the film's failures.
Telly's success with the barely
pubescent leaves one asking,
why? There is never the sense
of the inevitable, of the el¬
emental force of sex that at¬
tracts these women. Thus, the
sense of his hubris, and the
tragedy of these women, is
horribly muted.
And so, KIDS is nothing
more than a dirty trick, one
designed to take advantage of
your prejudices. If someone
were to say to you that the life
of the lower classes could be
characterized as nothing more
than rape and various types of
drugged stupor, you'd not
only think that person was
hopelessly classist, but also ir¬
retrievably stupid. Yet that is
the overt message of the
much-acclaimed KIDS.

An honest depiction of
what life is like
by Malachi Bergson
It's a Saturday night and
the rain is dancing on your
window as if Barishnikov has
just inherited a new set of
combat boots. Your plans for
the evening have movie writ¬
ten all over them, but the
question is, which one? Do
you choose a tear-jerking ro¬
mance like A Walk in the
Ciouds, or would you rather
drool over Brad Pitt's every
word in Legends of the Fall?
Or maybe a high-flying dare¬
devil spinning action movie
like Mortal Kombat is more up
your alley? Anyway, if any of
these piqued your interest,
take my advice, KIDS might
not be the right movie for you.
When I learned that KIDS,
directed by Larry Clark, had
been released unrated, I
jumped at the opportunity to
see what the fuss and contro¬
versy was all about. Prior to
seeing the film, I had received
mixed reviews from both fam¬
ily and friends. My money¬
eyed (capitalist) friends had
expressed emphatically (vocif¬
erously) that the movie was
yet another successful attempt
by Hollywood directors to
sensationalize an issue with
the sole intent of increasing
movie revenues. (I guess they
have been watching too many
Calvin Klein commercials).
However, antithetical to this
argument, my sister and I felt
that KIDS was a good attempt
by Larry Clark to convey the
sentiments of loneliness and
hopelessness plaguing young
teens today.
KIDS is a serious,
thought-provoking film about
the harsh realities of teenage
sex and drug abuse. The film
successfully documents a day
in the lives of a group of teen¬
agers living in the East Village
in lower Manhattan. The
movie
follows
the
debaucherous lives of Tully

and Kasper, two sixteen yearold boys who get their highs
from drugs and de-virginizing
twelve year-old girls. The sub¬
plot of the film traces the path
of a young teen named Jenny,
who searches desperately to
track down and inform her ex¬
boyfriend (and heretofore
only "lover") Tully that she is
HIV-positive. Ultimately, af¬
ter Tully has slept with two
more young girls and con¬
sumed several forties (40 oz
bottles of beer for those of you
who aren't up to date with
street lingo), Tully and Jenny's
paths cross by the close of the
movie only to end in tragedy
and hopelessness. When
Jenny finds Tully, she catches
him in the act of devirginizing the second of two
thirteen year-old girls that
day. The tragedy is height¬
ened still further at the mo¬
ment when Jenny, uncon¬
scious from a drug she re¬
cently took, is unknowingly
raped by Kasper in the last
few scenes of the movie.
The film, although sexu¬
ally explicit at times, presents
an honest depiction of what
life is like for some teens to¬
day. KIDS brought to the fore¬
front many aspects of teenage
sexuality that our parents, and
our society as a whole, would
rather keep on the back
burner. (A message to the par¬
ents, teens DO have sex). It
successfully opens the door to
a new type of discourse: a dis¬
course concerning the welfare
of teenagers in an ever-increasingly hostile and danger¬
ous world. KIDS does an ex¬
cellent job of presenting the
implications of casual and un¬
informed sex among teenag¬
ers. In retrospect, I realized
that the audience attending
this film were not the ones
who really needed to be
reached. My advice, pay the
eight dollars and go see the
movie.

The movie KIDS takes
place in the neighborhood in
which I live. The entire film is
a tour through the streets and
neighborhoods I pass through
everyday. The park where
Tully, Kasper, and company
hung out in is one in which I
have passed many an after¬
noon doing the same exact
things they did. (Except beat¬
ing the shit out of someone;
anyone who knows anything
knows they would get their
asses kicked if they tried
something like that).
The similarities did not
stop with the common envi¬
ronment. I found that the
more I discussed the film with
others who had seen it, the
more I realized that KIDS was
a part of my reality.
A few weeks later, I was
hanging out with some
friends of mine and met two of
the actors from the film who
were their good friends. The
first guy I met was the kid
who in the film is rolling a
blunt in the park before the
fight. When I met him we
were in a different park but he
was indeed rolling a blunt.

When I walked out
of the movie theater
I was ashamed to
share so many
commonalities with
the issues raised in
KIDS.
That night I met my
friend's boyfriend who I had
heard about constantly for the
past eight months but had
never actually met. He ended
up being one of the main char¬
acters in the film. (Remember
the pool scene? The guy who
does the "swinging" dance,
well, that's him. If you've
seen the film you'd under¬
stand what I mean by "swing¬
ing").
My last day at home I was
loading my car to go back up
to Bates and who rolls by on
his skateboard but Tully him¬
self, or should I say the actor
who plays Tully? The actor
and the character seemed to
be one and the same. I
couldn't get away from this
shit even if I tried.
More importantly, there
were similarities beyond the
people and places. Many sce¬
narios depicted in the film
touch on issues that either I or
my friends have dealt with.
Everyone who is sexually ac¬
tive has to deal with the re¬
sponsibility
involved,
whether it be through accep¬
tance or denial. The scene

where JennY is at the clinic

getting tested for STDs
touches on aspects of many
women's live who have had
some kind of scare, whether it
be with STDs, HIV, or preg¬
nancy.
The emotions and the
harsh reality check Jenny goes
through are sadly ones that
more and more people are ex¬
periencing. Unfortunately, in
Jenny's case, she fell victim to
the worse possible circum¬
stances. She contracted the
HIV virus the very first time
she had sex, an encounter
where no protection was used.

KIDS makes one
thing clear.
Individuals can
only assume
responsibility for
themselves.
I describe Jenny as a vic¬
tim hesitantly though. It is
clear that she was taken ad¬
vantage of by Tully, a charac¬
ter who tries to sleep with as
many virgins as he can in a
day and who is HIV-positive,
albeit unknowingly.
But KIDS makes one thing
clear. Individuals can only as¬
sume responsibility for them¬
selves. One can not believe
anyone else will assume that
responsibility in looking out
for you or for themselves. You
can not rely on others to hold
your best interests at heart.
KIDS does not blame
Jenny, but illustrates through
her that leaving yourself in
any position of victimization
can kill you in today's world.
The fact is that the conse¬
quences of one's actions have
changed for our generation.
People used to look out for
others. Today, "to each his
own" has acquired a new
meaning.
When I walked out of the
movie theater I was ashamed
to share so many commonali¬
ties with the issues raised in
KIDS. I was angry that the de¬
piction, even though extreme,
was realistic. Now, as I write
this piece, I realize that this
film serves as a searing reality
check.
It is both a warning for
those who believe their life is
not susceptible to the issues
presented in KIDS, and it is a
documentary on what our
generation is experiencing to¬
day.
It made me aware on a
conscious level of what it
means to be coming of age in
the nineties, and the harsh re¬
alities that our generation is
the first to struggle with.

21

Septembers, 1995
Friday, Sept. 8
■ Contra Dance- The Clare
Connection (from Clare, Ire¬
land) with Jimmy Noonan on
flute and whistle, Noel Scott on
button accordion and Vincent
Costello on guitar and
Portland's
own Michael
Connolly as caller. 8:30 p.m. to
midnight in Chase Hall. Free
with Bates i.d., $2 sr. citizen,
faculty/staff, non-Bates stu¬
dent. $4 otherwise. For more
info, call 782-0386 even/wkds.

Music Professors busy on the national level
by Alexandra Socarides
One may once have
thought that the Bates Music
Professors dedicated their
time and energy solely into
this college community, but
on the contrary, they are ac¬
tive in an amazing variety of
ways outside of Lewiston.
Professor Ann Besser
Scott was just recently elected
as Secretary to The College
Music Society's Board of Di¬
rectors. The CMS is an organi¬
zation of music faculty con¬
cerned with the philosophy
and practice of music in
higher education and attracts
a variety of people because of
"its wide ranging scope of per¬
spective and involvement,"
said Scott. It is concerned
with interdisciplinary matters,
the technology of teaching,
and general pedagogy in mu¬
sic on both the college and sec¬
ondary level. Scott describes
the Society as interested in a
"greater advocacy role in pro¬
moting music programs both

Tuesday, Sept. 12
■ Art Opening- Olin Art Cen¬
ter: The Print Shop. Will run
through Dec. 17.
■ Print Demonstration by
Randy Hemminghaus, artist
and master printer. Museum of
Art, Olin Art Center. Free. 1-2
p.m.

Wednesday, Sept 13
■ Concert- Memphis Mafia -will
be playing in the QUAD during
the Barbecue from 4:30-7:30.

in certain colleges and nation¬
ally."
Scott works with a sub¬
group, the Advisory Commit¬
tee on Musicology, which is
currently struggling with
questions of inclusiveness
and diversity. Whether or not
the Canon, which consists
largely of music by Western
male composers, should con¬
tinue to be taught is a ques¬
tion Scott plans to discuss
with this group of faculty
from around the country.
The CMS meets all over
the country and at these meet¬
ings there tends to be concerts
of live composers, many of
which are women, and pro¬
grams which are inclusive of
many different cultures. Scott
mentioned a concert in Port¬
land, Oregon titled "Masks,
Myths, and Magic" as an ex¬
ample of how the Society
works within the cultural tra¬
ditions their meetings are in.
This will be an evening of
Northwest Coastal Native
American ceremony and lore.

Professor Anne Besser Scott
_photo by Alex Hahn
Scott herself "loves going to
hear native traditions in music
live."
Scott is hardly the only
Music Professor involved on
the national level. To mention
only a few, Mary Hunter and
James Parakilas have both
served on the Council of the
American Musicological Soci¬
ety, William Matthews is ac¬
tive in the American Society of
Composers, and Marion
Anderson performs on the or-

gan and harpsichord as a
member of the American
Guild of Organists in Port¬
land. To say the least, the Mu¬
sic Department is busy, active,
and involved.
The Department currently
awaits the arrival of Linda
Williams, a Jazz Saxophonist
who did her field work in
Zimbabwe and plans on
teaching World Music in the
Winter Term and Mandikan
Drumming in the Short Term.
As well as the impressive fac¬
ulty that already exists in this
place of the college, Bates is
now advertising for a position
in Ethno-Musicology, which
will be a joint appointment in
music and African-American
Studies.
So, for all of you who are
interested in Music, the De¬
partment awaits you with en¬
ergy and vigor. And it's nice
to know that the scope of
learning will be far-reaching
and spirited by your Profes¬
sors diverse interests and
commitments.

Allison’s memoir: “shaped by abuse”

Be a
part of

by Jessica Christie

Thursday Sept. 14

■

■ Lecture- Jean Kilbournem
speaks on "Eating our hearts■
out, the obsession with thin-m
ness." She deals with issues con-m
ceming the power and influencem
of advertizing and how it can■
"sell addictions." She was justm
called "Lecturer of the Year," bym
the National Association form
Campus Activities and the New■
York Times says she is one o/J
three most popular lecturer on■
college campuses. 7:30 p.m. in"
Chase Hall. Kilbourne's lecture•
will be first of the Wellness Semi-"
nar Series Presentation.
u

Friday Sept 15

■

■ T.G.I.F Series- "The Political[J
Perspective." Lecture by Dou-m
glas Hodgkin; the first in a series *
of lectures addressing the ques-m
tion "Is There An American"
Malaise?" 4:15 p.m. in Muskiem
Archives, followed by Q&A and J
refreshments.
m
■ Art Opening- Olin Art Cen-m
ter: Pre-Columbian Ritual Ce-m
ramies at Bates College.
■
■ Concert- Augustin andm
Durdica Martinovic, molin and■
piano. 8 p.m. in Olin Concertm
Hall.
■
■ Bureau's Night Club opening.■
Rap- G Style, DJ J-Rock CSe-JJ
attle), Hip-Hop, R&B, Rap•
Reggae, Old School, Techno, Top\
40. 9 p.m.-3 a.m. $5 Fri. andm
Sat. nights. 1185 Lisbon St.

Dorothy Allison is an
incredibly talented storyteller,
as she demonstrates yet again
with her new novel Two or
Three Things I Know for Sure.
(Dutton, $14.95) Written after
her acclaimed semi-autobio¬
graphical Bastard Out of Caro¬
lina, this moving memoir re¬
counts the influences in her
life as a child in Greenville,
South Carolina. Remember¬
ing her aunt's words: "there's
only two or three things I
know for sure...of course it's
never the same things, and I'm
never as sure as I'd like to be,"
Allison works to weave her
own advice through the novel,
i.e. two or three things she
now knows for sure.
Central in Allison's book
is the subject of her family's
history, more specifically, the
history of the Gibson women
on her mother's side. These
women are strong and resil¬
ient, yet unable to escape the
trap of poverty and abuse that
inevitably bind them. The
Gibson women allow their
children to know some of their
family history, yet struggle to
shield them from the painful
details. This becomes appar¬
ent when Allison, at age nine,
is assigned homework in
which she must create a fam¬
ily tree. Her mother, shocked
at the assignment, guessed
correctly that the teacher was
not from the area. Her only
explanation to her daughter
was that in their area parent¬
age was more dangerous than
politics.
As Allison explains,
"Women run away because
they must. I ran because if I

The
Bates
Studentl
Meetings:
Sundays,
7 p.m.
224 Chase
Hall
Orphan Annie's
had not, I would have died."
The few women in her family
who escaped the cycle of
abuse became legendary to
the ones they had left, yet even
they, Allison included, are
scarred forever.
When she was five, Dor¬
othy Allison was raped by her
stepfather. For years she
could not speak of what had
happened to her, almost be¬
lieving her family who fiercely
denied it with silence. She
kept herself in relationships
with other women who were

angry, hurt and violent, and
found herself empty and
lonely after these emotionally
abusive relationships ended.
She knew nothing of love; her
life was shaped by abuse.
Two or Three Things 1 Know
for Sure is Allison's quest to
find herself and happiness. By
including pictures of her fam¬
ily, she further personalizes
her story. Her words are po¬
etic and beautiful and she
clearly has the gift she at¬
tributes to her mother, that of
story-telling.

Antique & Curio Shop

‘Welcome (Bade
(Bates!
Choose from a variety of
vintage clothing, jewelry,
hats, or other accessories.
‘Everything available from
tacky and funky to elegant
and stylish.
Stop in and see us today!
ril r
Sir
x
•$£

96 Court Street •
Auburn • 782-0658
Opcn MotL-Sat 10-5 4
Sunday 12-5

afto ‘
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It takes more than just guts
Continued from page 1
mand of gibberish, Jennifer
Black
performed
Lewis
Carroll's "Jabberwocky" from
memory; her animated deliv¬
ery captivated the audience.
Steve Pozgay followed with a
performance of his own com¬
position, a guitar and vocal
song called "Davis Station" af¬
ter the T-stop in Boston.
Next Monique Doussard
applied her sophisticated
singing voice to "I Don't
Know How to Love Him"
from the musical Jesus Christ
Superstar. Accompanying her
was Taro Hagiwara, whose
subsequent performance of
Chopin was a skillful flurry of
fingers on keys, earning him
the evening's second standing
ovation. Hagiwara, inciden¬
tally, will be performing Sep¬
tember 19 in Olin for the
Noonday Concert Series.
Transfer student Nils van
Otterloo approached the stage
shrouded in mystery, having
kept his plans a secret from
Drury. Van Otterloo pro¬
ceeded to demonstrate ex¬
traordinary proficiency on a
variety of musical instru¬
ments; he played each indi¬
vidually while recording
them, and with help of a ma¬
chine played them back all to¬
gether, establishing himself as
a virtual one-man band.
The final act began with

, vour student II> and save in¬
sularly priced product. Sale >te
d. Offer good through October

* These Titles On Sale Now! *
No I.D. Required.

Better tlian EzrVOeiuxe

Alanis Morissette/Jagged
Little Pill

Garbage/Garbage

N0FX1 Heard They Such
Live!

Rancid/...And Out Come
The Wolves

Frank ZappVStrictly
Commercial

Jimmy Buffett/Barometer
Soup

Bone Thugs-N-Harmony/
E. 1999 Eternal

Silverchair/Frogstomp

Lunij/Operation Stackola

311/311

Letters To Cleo/Wholesale
Meats And Fish

On Sale
At This
Area

» Hurry,] /k}
Sale

Ends

IW

TU QiANT ISA
4
<
i

Coconuts |
Location! i.
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Jim Roberts, who performed
Nirvana's "All Apologies."
Roberts enlisted the lively but
unmelodious audience to per¬
form the chorus of da-da-dada-da-da-da's, and halfway
through Dan Kriess jumped in
on the drums. Friends Lauren
Todd, Greg Bernhardt, Peter
Heslip, Maegan Ortiz, and
Alana Watkins joined the pair
on stage for a heartwarming
interpretation of "Puff the
Magic Dragon." As Puff's
green scales fell like rain, the
teary-eyed audience swayed
arm in arm, waving cigarette
lighters.
The show was not yet
over, as the veteran Deansmen
took the stage to close, accord¬
ing to tradition. The men's a
cappella group performed
Girlfriend, Up on the Roof, Is
That the Way You Look?, and
Greatest American Hero, tak¬
ing advantage of the opportu¬
nity to advertise their group
before auditions, which took
place Wednesday.
"It takes balls to get up
here and perform," declared
Drury. He was half right.
Golden ovaries work just as
well. The extraordinary abili¬
ties showcased Sunday night
testify that the class of '99 is
well endowed not only with
talent, but with the spirit and
courage it takes to venture on
stage and perform. Bravo,
and welcome to Bates.

RcocaU % CD
SATURDAY, SEPT. 16

MUSIC ^MOVIES

Auburn Plaza, 748 Center Street, Suite 1130, (207)786-8905

charge m

Welcome Back Students!
Serving Breakfast until 1:00 pm
Open Seven days a week.

<M1ST€R

•BAGEL

EAT IN OR
TAKE OUT

Hours
Monday - Friday
6 - 3 pm
Saturday 6 - 2 pm
Sunday 7-1 pm

336 CENTER STREET, AUBURN
PHONE 777-7007
ALASKA SUMMER JOBS
Fishing Industry. Earn up to $3,000$6,000+ per month. Room & Board!
Transportation! Male or Female. No
experience necessary. For informa¬
tion call: (206) 545-4155 ext A50662

$ FINANCIAL; AID $ U
Attention All Students!
Over 56 Billion in FREE Financial Aid is now
available for students nationwide from private
sector grants & scholarships! All students are
eligible regardless of grades, income, or parent's
income. For more information, call:
1-800-263-6495 ext. E'50661

Big Selection & Discounts on

CD'S, IMPORTS, VIDEOS
Lew. Armory, Central Ave. near Bates College

Dozens of Dealers!
10 AM to 5 PM $2 Adm. 783-1378

Auditions
JOIN
Fightin' Bobcat Orchestra.
Dvorak, Shostakovich, Ives,
Jazz, Purcell, Vivaldi, WM
Grant Still, Spring tour to
NYC and Atlanta, more fid¬
dling, Tchaikovsky, etc. Re¬
turning and potential; both
welcome. For more info., con¬
tact Bill Matthews- Olin 258
(x6139).
Merimanders Audition- If you
like to sing and would like to
join a fun group, come down
to Olin 243 at 7:30 p.m. on Fri¬
day Sept. 8.
Monday Sept. 11
College Choir- First re¬
hearsal, 4-5:30 p.m. in Olin
210.
College Orchestra- First re¬
hearsal, 7-9:30 p.m. in Olin
210.
Chamber Singers- First Re¬
hearsal, 4-5:30 p.m. in Olin
243.

Olin Art
Continued from page 1
lection because it is so broad,"
explained William Low, the
museum's assistant curator,
"it covers 30 to 40 different
cultures and roughly 10 coun¬
tries."
The exhibit considers the
ceremonial and symbolic
functions of the objects for the
cultures which produced
them, focusing on the changes
in artistic technique as well as
the change in burial rituals.
The objects are largely from
Peru, Columbia, Mexico, Ec¬
uador, Argentina and Chile.
"Most of the pieces in the ex¬
hibit are artifacts from tombs
and burial sights," said
Marzloff, "because tombs
were preserved over time."
The gallery spaces are
decorated with simplified de¬
signs lifted from pieces of pot¬
tery in the Whitehouse collec¬
tion. Anthony Shostak, the
Education Coordinator and
intern Ryan Torres '96 had to
extrapolate designs from pot¬
tery fragments in some cases
to complete the images. "PreColumbian Ritual Ceramics"
will open on September 15
and will be on view in the
lower gallery through March.

FIELD TRIP: Sept. 29, $15.
Trip to The Vinalhaven Press,
Vinalhaven, Maine. Advance
registration required. Call 786S158.

CRUISE JOBS

LECTURE: Oct. 5, 7:00pm,
Dlin 105. Daniel Elias, print
oublisher, on publishing and
marketing prints.

Students needed!
Earn up to $2,000+ /month working for Cruise
Ships or I^nd-Tour Companies. World Travel.
Seasonal and Full-Time employment available.
Nocxpericnce necessary. For more information
call:
Cruise Employment Services
(206)634-0468 ext. C50662_

LECTURE: Nov. 1, 7:00pm,
Dlin 105. Ken Greenleaf, art
:ritic, on print making from the
:ritic’s point of view.

September 8, I 995
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Balanced squad set to stick it to opponents
by Tom Falby
Stacey Watts sits comfort¬
ably in her office looking over
logistics on her desk. Watts
seems unusually calm for
someone who just took over as
head coach of the women's
field hockey team. A team that
lost 6 of 11 returning players
to graduation, injuries and
transfers. This leaves Watts
with a team of 11 first-years
and 11 veterans.
"We don't have much
game experience," Watts said
of her young team. "It will be
a fun season and add a little
excitement."
Watts plans to anchor her
young team with seniors Meg
McGrath, Allison Bruch, and
Kendra Phelps at midfield and
Shilo Hutchins at forward.
"We're playing a 4-3 of¬
fense," said Watts. "It really
puts the pressure on the front
line to put the ball in the net."
Watts is looking to the
first-years to carry the bulk of
the weight when it comes to
putting the ball in the net.
Rosie
Lenehan,
Abbey
DeRocker, Renee Merchant,
and Emily Bloom are some of
the versatile players that

Watts can use at the forward
position to score goals for the
women.
"We hope for lots of rota¬
tion in and out," said Watts.
"We have enough talent to do
so."
The talent of the team was

“Our team is
young but we
have a lot of
potential.
They’re very
hard workers.”
Co-Captain Shilo
Hutchins ’96
showcased this past weekend.
The veteran players travelled
to Bowdoin for a scrimmage,
played without a goalie and
only gave up one goal — a
very pleasing outcome for the
veterans who traditionally
have a tough time with the Po¬
lar Bears.

"Our team is young,
but we have a lot of poten¬
tial," said Co-Captain Shilo
Hutchins. "They're very

The women's field hockey team takes shots on goal during pre-season practice. The lady
stickers meet Simmons and Elms Colleges this weekend._photo by Alex Hahn
hard workers."
those ideas to use when they Simmons on Saturday and
Another hard worker is
Watts and the veterans are
pleased with her coaching
performance. "She's got lots of
new and interesting ideas,"
said Hutchins.
The women hope to put

play their first two games of
the season this weekend. "Its
very early to play," said
Watts. "The girls all want to
play, but its nerve-wracking
on our end."
The
women
play

Elms College on Sunday. Last
year they beat Simmons and
lost to Elms by one. Captains
McGrath, Hutchins and Phelps
head into the weekend confi¬
dently: "We should win them
both," they said.

Dig this spiked punch
by Gabe Fried
What's that? Intense, ag¬
gressive, focused athletes hav¬
ing fun? Must not be a serious
team. What? You're kidding.
Volleyball?
Bates Volley¬
ball?!? One of the most suc¬
cessful Bobcat teams of the
last decade is playing hard
and having fun?
It's true: embodying the
true spirit of the student-ath¬
lete, the high powered
women's volleyball team,
coming off of a 25-17 season
and an appearance at the East
Coast Athletic Conference
post-season tournament, is
preparing to bump, set, and
spike their way into yet an¬
other winning season. Using
a balanced blend of six firstyear and eight upperclass
players, the team appears
ready for its first taste of com¬
petition this weekend. More¬
over they're enjoying them¬
selves in the process.
"This year's team is much
more outgoing," said Head
Coach Marsha Graef. "Last
year, the player's were much
more subdued. The returning

players have become more vo¬
cal in practice, and [the firstyears] are like that naturally."
Led by senior co-captains
Colleen Matlen and Kate
Munzig, along with Tasha
Hawthorne '97, the 'Cats have

“The first-years
are excited but
they’re not
feeling any
pressure. They
love to play the
game just like
the upperclass
players do.”
Co-Captain
Colleen Matlen ‘96

a strong core of veterans to
lead them into the new season.
Graef looks to use a full
complement of players to pro¬
duce points rather than rely¬
ing on one or two key players,
especially after the graduation
of second team All-New En¬

gland hitter Trisha Shepard,
who often seemed to sway the
outcome of matches all by her¬
self.
"Trisha was a big gun for
us," admitted Graef. "Her
ability to hit the ball hard was
genetic.... We don't have any
one player to fill that role. We
need three or four people to
chip in and do their part."
Graef cited hitters Sandra
Durkis '97 and Heidi Vogel
'98 as two other players she
hopes will fill the void left by
Shepard's departure. But
those are big shoes to fill and
the squad will miss the pres¬
ence of a single dynamic
player on the front line. In a
sport like volleyball, where
momentum and morale are
such an integral part of suc¬
cess, individual performances
often inspire a team to victory.
Graef and her troops will have
to fight to overcome this here¬
tofore benign dependency un¬
til the point when all players,
including the first-years, have
the confidence and the experi¬
ence to become stars in their
own right.

According to

Matlen,

Above, Kyle Darling'96 and Tom Murrary '97 do battle in
a recent scrimmage aeainst Babson. The match resulted in
a 0-0 draw. Andrew Laska '97 looks up field in the same
scrimmage, Laska and company look to Husson at home
on Saturday.
Photos by Alex Hahn
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Restocked and ready to kick balls X-C full
of team
talent
by Sebastian Sosman

Recently, the women's
soccer team has been one of
the more successful athletic
programs at Bates. In the past
four years, they have man¬
aged at least ten victories per
season, and last year they
made it to the finals of the East
Coast Athletic Conference
(ECAC) tournament, only to
lose an emotional 1-0 game to
Wesleyan. They finished up
with an impressive 11-5-1
record,
cumulatively
outscoring their opponents
34-14 in goals and 27-5 in as¬
sists.
This
is
coach Jim
Murphy's second season at
the helm, and he hopes to re¬
emphasize Bates' run of
NESCAC dominance. This
year, however, he will be short
three of last year's four top
scorers, as well as three of the
four starting fullbacks. In all,
eight seniors from the squad
graduated last year, and 24 of
last year's 34 goals were
scored by these seniors.
Still, Coach Murphy is op¬
timistic. "What we have this
year is really good depth, and
a lot more speed." He has
been encouraged by the pre¬
season practices, and by the
good physical condition of his
players. With a quicker, fitter
team and a deeper bench,
Murphy envisions a fastpaced style of soccer that will
give his team a quick strike ca¬

by Voot Yin
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Unlike many teams, the
women's cross country team
is not rebuilding after losing
numerous team members to
graduation. The team hopes
to improve upon last year's
fourth place New England
ranking. The loss of Sara
White to graduation will be
tough but the core of firstyears should add depth to the
team.

■

'&Him
■

SpilwK^

•jpS?

■ *;>.•

.,
v\
:

■

-vi

*'

"

;vv ?

^Tra&sPil: Tv /*■

Captain Jodi Kopke '96 takes a swin
wine during a pre-season p ractice. The women hooters
File Photo
lootc for their first game in the midd
iddle of next week at UNE.
pability, and wear down op¬
ponents' defenses at the same
time. The team will need
players like Lindsay Ander¬
son '98, Kate Gaughan '96,
Kim Walker '98, and Nicole
Woodson '97 to pick up the
offense where last year's se¬
niors left off.
On the other side of the
field, goalkeeper Shannon
Walker '97 is returning from a
remarkable season in which
she posted eight shutouts and
allowed only 0.625 goals per

game. "Shannon is absolutely
fearless," said Murphy, who is
counting on her to direct a less
experienced, but faster defen¬
sive corps which should also
have some ability to score.
Rookie
first-years
Meghan Lockwood and Col¬
leen McCrave have shown in
the preseason that they are
ready to play at this level, and
returning seniors Gaughan
and Captains Kelly Danahey
and Jodi Kopke will bring
some much needed experi¬

ence to the squad this year.
Bates will have a tough
schedule, with perennial
powers like Williams and
Trinity, as well as the always
unpredictable Colby and
Bowdoin games. With the
string of successes that Bates
has had in recent years, expec¬
tations will certainly be high.
Coach Murphy remains
unphased, citing the team phi¬
losophy: "Respect everyone
and fear no one."

New outlook for women's strings
by Voot Yin
Whether or not watching
Bates women's tennis team
crush forehands in practice
evokes images of Monica Seles
in this week's USA open semi¬
finals, it is clear that the strong
core of this group and their
love of the sport will continue
to propel the team to new
heights.

“Encouraging
one another from
the sidelines
helps a great
deal in a sport
like tennis. ”
Co-Captain
Autumn Shurin
‘96
Returning from a chal¬
lenging season, co-Captains
Autumn Shurin '96 and
Annalee Gunlicks '97 are
poised to lead the team to rival
the talents of NESCAC power¬
houses. The promotion of
Herb Bunker from assistant

coach to head coach has the
team excited and eager.
"He brings fairness to all
aspects of tennis and encour¬
ages the team to voice their
opinions," said Shurin of the
new coach. "The lines of com¬
munication are established
and should reinforce the close¬
ness on our team."
The closeness of the team
and the special friendships
that have formed is the fuel
behind the force of the team
Shurin maintains. "Encourag¬
ing one another from the side¬
lines helps a great deal in a
sport like tennis."
The team hopes to help
each other work toward a
winning season. The return of
key players like Gunlicks and
Shurin, along with newfound
talent in the likes of Emily
Kleinman '98 and others has
the women's team feeling
confident.
However, standing in
their way will be formidable
Williams and Middlebury
teams, who consistently rank
near the top in the division.
They play their first meet this
Sunday on their home courts
against Colby-Sawyer.

Serving it up on the Smith Courts a Women’s Tennis
playpr prepares for thp new spasnn
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“Its the in-state
rivals that fuel
our team.
Hopefully we will
demonstrate to
others the talent
on our team.”
Co-Captain
Kirstin
Achenbach ‘96

"We are a very close knit
team," said senior captain
Kirstin Achenbach. "In fact,
much of the workouts thus far
have incorporated bonding
situations for the team."
This year's team is led by
senior co-captains Achenbach,
Sarah Pickard, and Megan
Lane. They return as the num¬
ber one and number two run¬
ners from last year. With the
encouragement of Coach
Carolyn Court, the team
hopes for a strong showing in
the Maine State Meet.
"Its the in-state rivals that
fuel
our
team,"
said
Achenbach. "Hopefully we
will demonstrate to others the
talent on our team."
"We have a strong group
of first-years," said Pickard.
"They're working hard and
having a lot of fun."
The team is made up of a
strong pack which is what a
cross country coach dreams
of. The captains and the coach
envision the runners pushing
and challenging one another
to reach new levels. "A little
competition is beneficial for a
team," Achenbach said.
"They look like they are in
great shape," Pickard said of
her teammates. "I would be
surprised if we don't surpass
last year's wonderful season."
A strong pack will chal¬
lenge the division's top
schools: Colby, Bowdoin, Wil¬
liams, and Tufts. As tough as
the division is, the team seeks
to qualify for the Nationals.
Their first meet is next week¬
end at Smith College.
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Survival
check list
□ Phone cords and accessories
□ Alarm clock or clock radio

IN THE DORM

□ TV, VCR and video accessories
Voice-activated
micro answerer
Don’t miss important calls
when you’re not in your
room. Remote operation.

Upright cordless phone
won't tie you down

□ Security devices

CCT circuitry provides excellent
clarity and range. Handy baseto-handset paging. #43-ioosmb

□ Computer and accessories
□ Batteries

#43-752MB

□ Stereo equipment, speakers
and audio accessories

2499
Basic trim phone
saves space

□ Heavy-duty flashlight

Lighted keypad for dialing
in the dark. Three colors.
White, #43-585MB. Almond,
#43-586MB. Gray, #43-587MB

□ Smoke alarm

%

AM/FM cassette music
system with E-Bass

□ Part-time job (see the manager
of your local Radio Shack store)

Compact speakers let you share
the music, headphones let you
listen privately. #14-1209MB

Shielded die-cast
2-way A/V speaker
Great for use near PC
or TV. 4" woofer and
1" soft-dome tweeter.

ri

Indoor TV/FM antenna
improves reception

Black, #40-2048MB.
White, #40-2059MB

Fine-tuning control for clearer
picture and sound.

%

#15-1808MB

IN THE CLASSROOM

i

i
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AC accessories to power your dorm

Microcassette
recorder
Great for recording class
notes. Easy one-hand
operation. Two speeds.
#14-1159MB
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Scientific calculator
Stores up to 12 frequently used
formulas and runs them with
just a tew keystrokes. #65-8osmb

We can wrap a gift, add a card and ship it
anywhere in the US via FedEx® delivery
service. For a store near you or to order, call

1-800-THE-SHACKs“

4-outlet adapter. 2-prong. #61-2621 mb.2.99
6-outlet surge protector in metal housing. #6i-213im ....22.99
6-outlet adapter For 3-prong outlets. #6i-2622MB.3.99
6-outlet power strip. Master on/off switch. #6i-2isomb.8.99
Single outlet spike protector #6i-279imb. .6.99
6-ft. 3-OUtlet ext. cord. White, #61-2744MB, Brown. #61-2745MB.1.99
9-ft. 3-OUtlet ext. cord. White, #61-2746MB. Brown, #61-2747MB.2.39
15-ft. 3-outlet extension cord. #6i-274smb .. .3.49

Advanced thesaurus

Prices apply at participating Radio Shack stores and dealers. Items not available at a participating store
can be special-ordered (subject to availability) at the advertised price. A participating store will offer a
comparable value if the product is sold out. Independent Radio Shack dealers and franchisees may not
be participating in this ad or stock or special-order every item advertised. Copies of applicable war¬
ranties are available upon request at stores for inspection before sale, or by writing Customer Relations.
1400 One Tandy Center, Fort Worth TX 76102. FedEx trademarks used by permission.

Small enough to carry in your
backpack or purse. #63-2uomb
Franklin is a registered trademark of Franklin
Electronic Publishing, Inc.

Radio /hack
You’ve got questions. We’ve got answers.8

The Repair Shop"

RadieT/haek
Out of whack? Out of warranty? We fix
most major brands of out-of-warranty
electronics. For a store near you, call

1-800-THE-SHACKSM
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Veterans ready to make a racket
by Voot Yin

last year," said Zink. "The
coach has given a lot to Bates
Four years ago in the fall College and we would like to
of 1992 four individuals at give him an appearance at the
Commons were talking about Nationals."
tennis. That foursome were
However, with an injury
up-start first-years destined to to Poleshek, last year's num¬
be the core
ber
one
of the men's
player, the
tennis team.
team faces a
At that time,
new
chal¬
“This is
Mark Erelli,
lenge
this
[George
Dylan
fall. He will
Wigton (s] last
Stearns, Jeff
be out for the
Zink, and
fall season
year. The
Jeff
but
looks for¬
coach has
Poleshek
ward to the
given a lot to
were enthu¬
spring. His
siastic firstteammates
Bates College
years eager
hope for a
and we would
to
prove
quick recov¬
like to give him
their talent.
ery from the
During the
broken foot
an appearance
course of
and expect
at the
the
past
"Shekie" to
Nationals. w
three years
be "at the
Jeff Zink ‘96
the
four¬
sidelines
some has - cheering and
become the
jumping
nucleus of talent that gives with
pompons,"
joked
Bates its recognition as a ten¬ Stearns, who had been
nis power.
Shelkie's doubles partner.
Now entering their final
Even with this loss,
year and facing their first tour¬ Steams is optimistic about the
nament next week at the season's possibilities. "GW's
Middlebury Invitational, the always a few steps ahead of
foursome continues to em¬ the game," he said.
Another doubles partner
brace the same strong work
ethic that has gotten them this and charismatic leader was
far. Returning from a 13-1 lost when Jackson Marvel
record, the team now seeks to graduated last spring. Zink
better that mark and head and Stearns hope to spice
things up a bit in his absence.
straight to the nationals.
The team is led by captain "We've been around the cir¬
Mark Erelli who is dedicating cuit and know how things
the season to their coach, work," Zink said of his
George Wigton. "This is GW's newfound responsibilities.
Dylan Stearns '96 stares down a blazing shot in an early practice match. Stearns and
company have their sights set on an NCAA tournament berth._File Photo

Trailblazers set sights high with new blood
by Voot Yin
The smell of autumn is in
the air as the cool winds fore¬
shadow the cold months to

come. For many this is the re¬
ality check needed to prepare
for upcoming classes. And for
others it is the beginning of
pre-season. Some play soccer

and others play football, but
few have the endurance and
heart to brave the hardships of
cross country running.
The men's cross country

Co-Captain Steve Beardsley '97 training on a trail for the men’s cross country season. The
men hope to match last year's second place finish at the NESCAC Champs. File Photo

team is returning from a year
where the team finished a
stunning second place in the
NESCAC Championships,
losing only to Williams. Al¬
though some devoted runners
graduated, the team still has a
core of dedicated, strong run¬
ners who seek to pull away
from the competition.
Leading a young team
sporting only two seniors are
co-captains Sean Galipeau '96
and Steve Beardsley '97. Un¬
der a new coach, A1
Fereshetian, the team hopes to
feed on last year's success and
open everyone's eyes to the
powerhouse of Bates runners.
"The team's success this
year will emanate from the co¬
hesiveness of the team as well
as the strong conviction about
cross country," said Galipeau.
The strong conviction about
the team comes from Coach
Fereshetian. The coach comes
to Bates with a stellar record,
having led Appalachian State
College to a top 10 Division I

finish.
"He knows what he's do¬
ing," said Galipeau. "He in¬
corporates an all-encompass¬
ing workout that is needed for
a successful team."
Having a coach who has a
history of success brings en¬
thusiasm and excitement to
the team. "He covers all facets
of running and has a philoso¬
phy that has a proven record
of success," said Brian
O'Connor '97.
The team looks forward to
facing their tough rivals, in¬
cluding MIT, Tufts, Bowdoin,
Colby and Williams. Galipeau
feels the team has the ability to
defeat Williams. "We'll have
to run to our full potential....
Cross country is a sport where
athletes compete on an indi¬
vidual level and yet are work¬
ing as a unit."
Armed with their new
coach and optimistic attitudes,
the men will look for their first
test next week at the Bryant
Invitational.
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Bumps don’t hurt
Continued from Page 23
however, this won't be a prob¬
lem. "The past success of this
team is definitely a positive
influence," she said. "The
first-years are excited but
they're not feeling any pres¬
sure. They love to play the
game just like [the upperclass
players] do."
Pua Carlin '99, a back row
specialist debuting for Bates
all the way from Wailuku, Ha¬
waii, reiterated the connection
between the rookies and the
old hands. "All the upper¬
classmen are great," she
emoted.
"They've made
things really comfortable for
[the first-years.] I've already
made great friends."
But the preseason hasn't
been all fun and games. Sev¬
eral frustrated players have
quit the team, perhaps due to
the intense workout schedule
this past week. Matlen added
that the team is working hard
to ease the transition into the
post-Trisha Shepard era of
Bobcat volleyball. "We're

compensating
for
her
strengths and working on our
weaknesses. I think we're go¬
ing to fare very well. Our of¬
fense is working well because
people are aware of their posi¬
tions," she concluded, adding
that she was "very impressed"
with the performances of the
new faces on the roster.
The 'Cats open their sea¬
son on Friday evening at a
tournament at Gordon Col¬
lege, after a scrimmage Thurs¬
day at the University of New
England. The tournament
promises strong adversaries,
including host Gordon and
the University of Rochester, a
team perennially ranked at the
top of Division III.
Although tough sched¬
ules "are a gamble," said
Graef, "we shoot for the top,"
namely a berth in the post-sea¬
son NCAA tournament. With
a group of players that melds
high enthusiasm with, as
Carlin described it, "a laidback, have-fun attitude," the
team is pumped up and
pointed down the road to suc¬
cess.

and Offense catch¬
ing balls. Small but
important pre-sea¬
son drills for the
football team. The
Men's
Football
Team is preparing
for what should be
a promising season.
The Bobcats play
their first game in
two weeks at home
during §|iJack to
Bates
Weekend
against Amherst
and then play at
home again a week
later against Tufts.
Alex Hahn photos.

Sure air bags work great in frontend collisions, but only a safety
belt can protect you from side and
rear-end collisions. So buckle up.
And you’ll cover all the angles.

YOU COULD LEARN A LOT FROM A DUMMY.
BUCKLE YOUR SAFETY BELT.
Fa more information, call the Airbag & Child Safety Hotline: 800-424-9393

Watch for it...

The return of the
Stats page!
Coming soon to a
Student near you.

Death is forever.
Heart disease
doesn't have to be.

THE AMERICAN HEART
ASSOCIATION
MEMORIAL PROGRAM*

1-800-242-8721

American Heart
Association

iyfr

This space provided as a public service.
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41a pregunta sobre la quadro?
With the recent addition of the "quick-access deli Bar entrance
in Commons, ham will he more readily available than ever
before. How does this make you feel?
"

'The nitrate level in my
olood has never been
ligher."
—Emily Robinson '96

7 enjoy flesh."
—Alexander Lassen '95

"I bet the pigs are really
happy about that."
—Elizabeth Moreau '99

Reported by Josh Vallee

"Ham is a gateway to a
bigger and better processed
meat selection. This is bigwe’re looking at olive loaf,
deviled ham, and we can't
forget spam."
—Jennifer Chowning '97

Photos by Sebastian Sosman

Welcome Back Bates Students!

HOOPER*
We deliver kegs
FREE of charge!!

Roopers has
the lowest
prices on kegs
around!!
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REDEMPTION

This week's specials
Molson Suitcases

Miller Lite Ice Suitcases

$9.99 plus tax and deposit

$8.99 plus tax and deposit

Harpoon Ale, Lager & Stout

Busch Bar Bottles

$9.99 a case plus tax and deposit

$9.99 a case plus tax and deposit

794 Sabattus Street, Lewiston
783-6353

Two
Locations

694 Main Street, Lewiston
782-1482

